July 26, 1923 


Has The Herald Been Unfair 
To Other Denominations? 


N editorial invitation to other denominations to 
participate in a very frank and extremely honest 
discussion of the various denominational positions in 
the matter of Church union. With forward-looking 
pastors and laymen everywhere thinking and talking 
of the harm of Church division, editors of religious 
periodicals are missing a marvelous opportunity, and 
being derelict of a manifest duty of leadership, by 
evading or glossing over this irrepressible subject, as 
most of us have been doing. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


About Folks and Things 


Rev. W. H. Hendershot, pastor at Brazil, 
Indiana, delivered the commencement ad- 
dress for the graduates of the Dick Johnson 
Township schools at Bee Ridge Church last 
week. 

From several sources we have learned 
that the Pastors’ Summer School at Defi- 
ance was unusually good, some pronouncing 
it to be the best in spirit and accomplish- 
ment of all which have been held there. 


Mr. Carl N. Rexroad, the author of our 
first article this week, was a graduate stu- 
dent and instructor in psychology last year 
at Yale University and we are glad for a 
chance to introduce him in this way to our 
people. 

Secretary Burnett has just issued from 
his office a very valuable little booklet on 
“The Annual Conference.” It is replete 
with information and suggestion and ought 
to be read particularly by all conference of- 
ficials, ministers, and delegates. 


Rev. Jesse M. Kauffman, the progressive 
pastor of Madrid, Iowa, has just sent a list 
of twenty subscribers for The Herald—an- 
other proof of what can be done when the 
pastor gets really in earnest on the matter 
of putting a church periodical into the 
homes of his people. 


Brother G. D. Hunt, of Wadley, Alabama, 
writes: “Work on the building for Bethle- 
hem College is progressing nicely. President 
Hook is on his job. The catalog is ready 
for distribution and pastors are requested 
to furnish a list of prospective students 
trom their several fields.” 


President W. A. Harper writes us in 
beautiful tribute to Brother J. D. Gray, a 
trustee of Elon College, who has rendered 
invaluable service to our church work in the 
South and whose death leaves a great void 
in our ranks. But we are praying that his 
raantle may fall upon the shoulders of some 
layman worthy to bear it. 


We are glad that arrangements have been 
made by which Brother J. Pressley Barrett, 
editor of The Christian Sun, can devote all 
his time to this very arduous service. Car- 
rying such heavy editorial work in connec- 
tion with a pastorate was rapidly wearing 
out the vitality of our friend, and we are 
pleased to know that he is now to locate at 
Elon College with only the editorial work 
to do. 


The centennial celebration of the found- 
ing of the North Shrewsbury, Vermont, 
Church was held on July 25, with addresses 
by Rev. W. J. Hall, Dayton; Rev. Charles 
W. Cook and Rev. Donald P. Hurlburt, 
Maine; and Rev. C. H. Scholefield, New 
York; and a centennial poem by Mrs. 
Scholefield. This is Brother Hall’s old home 
church. ‘It is greatly in need of a pastor 
and we trust one may be located soon. 


Defiance College is sending out a letter 
te pastors and friends in its area soliciting 
their co-operation in securing the names of 


prospective college students. We earnest- 
ly urge all who receive these blanks to fill 
them out and return them immediately. Our 
other colleges are undoubtedly asking such 
help also, and we trust that our people, 
both pastors and laymen, will recognize the 
vital importance of their help along these 
lines. 

The Board of Christian Education has 
prepared a rally day program for the use 
of our Sunday-schools in the observance of 
Kally Day, the last Sunday in September. 
Sample copies will soon be sent to all Sun- 
day-school superintendents, and further 
supplies may be obtained free of charge, the 
cnly stipulation being that the offering tak- 
en on that day be sent to Secretary Bur- 
nett for the work of the Department of 
Christian Education. 


Many will be saddened to know of the 
death of Rev. B. F. Kemp, of Union City, 
Indiana, one of the veterans of the Eastern 
Indiana Conference. Brother Kemp was 
the father of Dr. A. E. Kemp, pastor at 
Troy, and was a tower of strength in his 
day, having ministered for long years to cer- 
tain of the churches in that part of the 
country, endearing himself in a very marked 
way to the people whom he served. A sketch 
and appreciation of his life will be pub- 
lished soon. 

Dr. P. H. Fleming, Burlington, North Caro- 
lina, who has made such an enviable record 
as the welfare officer for that county, has 
surrendered this position which he was car- 
rying in connection with country pastorates. 
When it became necessary for him to yield 
one or the other, he did not feel it right to 
give up preaching at this time of great 
need. This makes him available for a resi- 
dent pastorate, and we feel sure that some 
church will quickly avail itself! of this cap- 
able and successful leader. 


About two hundred members and friends 
gathered in the Salvation Army Hall of 
Lynn, Mass., on Sunday evening, June 24, 
to celebrate the forty-ninth anniversary of 
the W. C. T. U., No. 1, and in a special way 
to recognize the great services which have 
been rendered to the city through the min- 
istry of Rev. Flora M. Neagles, who for 
seventeen years has been the president of 
W. C. T. U., No. 1, and who for many years 
has carried on a special missionary work in 
the city. Miss Neagles is a member of the 
Rockingham Conference and the Christian 
denomination may well be proud of the un- 
usual ministry which she is giving. 

Mrs. Leona McMahan Holroyd, a member 
of our church at Plattsburg, Ohio, Rev. Ira 
C. Clark pastor, Miami Ohio Conference, 
is soon to sail with her husband as mis- 
sionaries to Buenos Aires, South America, 
for the Disciple Church. A beautiful service, 
with the unveiling of a service flag, was 
held at Plattsburg, last Sunday, and we are 
sure that the missionary interest and zeal 
of that church will be greatly deepened be- 
cuuse it now has this exceptionally fine 
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young woman on the foreign field. The flag 
carries two stars, the other being for Miss 
Grace Porter, who has taken special train- 
ing at Moody Institute to fit her for the 
fine work she is doing for the children of 
her community. 


At the recent session of the New England 
Christian Convention some time was spent 
in discussing The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
and its limited circulation among the 
churches, and resolutions were passed 
pledging the earnest effort of its confer- 
ences and individuals towards increasing 
the number of Heralds taken within its 
bounds. This ought to be an example for 
every conference session this year. A spe- 
cial place ought to be made on every con- 
ference program for this work. The Con- 
vention also adopted resolutions urging 
stricter enforcement of the Volstead law, 
favoring the entrance of the United States 
into the World Court, and looking towards 
the gathering of more complete and reliable 
statistics from the churches of the confer- 
ences. 

Among our Communications this week will 
be found a letter from Rev. A. S. K. Bur- 
ton relating two very striking baptismal ex- 
periences, in which we believe all of our 
readers will be particularly interested. We 
are wondering if anyone can fail to see how 
much more magnanimous and Christian was 
the attitude of our sister than that of the 
pastor who refused to baptize the babe of 
a Catholic. And we are wondering if any- 
thing less than the broad and beautiful spir- 
it of this sister, whose life of sacrifice and 
devotion has been such a living tribute to 
her Master, can adequately represent the 
ideal Principles of the Christian Church? 
This is a question that should receive the 
most earnest consideration of every pastor 
who serves in our denomination. 


It is only too true, as Brother Hurlburt 
says in his article this week, that many 
pastors have not the missionary spirit suf- 
ficient to carry them into the hard or iso- 
lated fields; we have several churches that 
are dead or dying simply because we did 
not have a sufficient number of qualified 
ministers who were willing to go to the 
places where there were no “opportunities 
for cultural development” or to points far 
distant from their own or their wives’ peo- 
ple. There is great need for a deepening 
of the missionary spirit of sacrifice and self- 
denial in the ministry here at home as well 
as in the foreign field; and The Herald has 
faith to believe that such an awakening is 
already on its way. For instance, Brother 
Judson R. Jones, a Defiance graduate, has 
just accepted the church at Lubec, Maine, 
of which Brother Hurlburt speaks; and 
Brother Rainey, who has just finished post- 
graduate work at Yale, is taking the church 
at Franklin, Ohio, which Dr. Burnett has 
resuscitated but which yet needs much pa- 
tient ministry by such a pastor as we are 
sure Brother Rainey will be. And there are 
other instances we are sure that show an 
increasing willingness on the part of our 
trained men to take needy and hard fields. 
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Has The Herald Been Unfair to Other Denominations ? 


has been unfair to other denominations when it 

has spoken of the Christian Church as holding a 
more perfect position than theirs, and he thinks that 
unconsciously it is thus manifesting the same spirit of 
sectarianism that it deplores in others. Now nothing 
would pain us more than to be found guilty of such a 
thing. The Herald prides itself on its fairness. It does 
not see how truth can ever be advanced or the cause of 
Christian unity be promoted by a glossing of the facts. If 
one sees no fundamental misrepresentation of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ and no caricature of God in the de- 
nominational divisions in the Church, then he may well 
be contented for Christendom to go muddling along with 
disunion as it has been doing. And if a denomination has 
no serious intent and purpose to participate in any way 
in the movement towards a closer unity among the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ, then it may continue happy in the 
delusions by which it fools itself—but no one else. But 
this whole matter of division in the Church is so basic 
and crucial that from now on it will inject itself more 
and more into every problem and situation of the Church 
until it becomes the one greatest and most imperative 
problem before the Church. The coming generation will 
have no more certain and driving necessity than to find 
some way to wipe out the lines of division in the Protes- 
tant Church. And whatever denomination tries to veneer 
the situation with empty pretenses, and whatever leader 
tries to evade or cover up the facts in this most serious 
matter, will thereby prove themselves false to Christ and 
his Church in one of the great and destiny-forming 
emergencies. That is the one reason above every other 
why Christian union has gone so slow. Far too many of 
the denominations and of leading churchmen have not 
been brave enough and jealous enough of the real facts to 


\ VERY fine friend of ours believes that The Herald 


face the bare and ugly truth of things just as it is. So’ 


whatever else The Herald may do it is going to be abso- 
lutely honest and above board in this vital matter. 


URELY it never could be accused of having been blind 

or indifferent to our own denominational shortcom- 
ings. It has never hesitated to insist that we have pro- 
fessed great Principles much better than we have prac- 
ticed them, that in sticking for any certain mode of 
baptism we have simply brought the whole matter of 
ordinances from the high realm into which our Prin- 
ciples lifted them down to the common level on which the 
other churches have put them and quarreled about them, 
and that some of our individual members have been as 
intolerant in the use of their private theological yard- 
sticks as have any members of creed churches ever dared 
to be. And The Herald has not failed to point out fre- 


quently how some of the former policies of administra- 
tion, or lack of administration, have impoverished and 
weakened us. But it is no Jess its right and duty to be 
very fair and honest in stating the actual situation of the 
Christian denomination with reference to the lamentable 
state of division which is cursing the Church and, basical- 
ly, more than any other one thing incapacitating it for 
adequate leadership in this most critical day of the 
world’s history. 


]NSOFAR as we know there is not another denomination 
_ in the world that really gives absolute liberty to 
the individual in all matters of faith and practice and 
makes loyalty to Jesus Christ its one and only test of 
fellowship. Others may claim to do so; but they all have 
some tangent or peculiarity that marks them and makes 
them unacceptable to many followers of Christ. The 
great Baptist and Disciple churches boast of granting 
individual liberty as much as we do. But they do not 
offer a basis for Christian union; for they all insist upon 
immersion, and to them sprinkling is anathema. Now to 
assume that all Christendom can be converted to the idea 
of immersion is an hypothesis too absurdly impossible of 
achievement to receive serious consideration by any one 
honestly in earnest about this matter of Church union. 
The Baptists, in spite of their much heralded “liberty,” 
even practice “close communion.” It.is true there are 
occasional “open membership” and “open communion” 
churches among both the Baptist and the Disciple denom- 
inations, and these will rapidly increase in number from 
now on; but as yet they are only mutations, and it would 
be untrue to the facts to judge these whole denominations 
by these very occasional men and churches. It is just as 
true that the Christian Church has individual preachers 
and laymen who hold positions identical with the Baptists 
or the Disciples on immersion, and who anathematize 
sprinkling; but they do so as individuals. As a denomi- 
nation, we grant any form of baptism that the individual 
himself wants—single immersion, trine immersion, 
sprinkling, pouring; and if there be any other kinds, 
these also. But we will just as gladly receive members 
without any water baptism at all, if that be their choice. 
There are thousands of members in the Christian Church 
who have never been baptized with water because they 
believe only in spiritual baptism, as do the Friends. That 
belief is between them and their God. There are no finer 
and more loyal followers of Jesus Christ in the world 
than are many of these; and if they are acceptable to 
Christ, as undoubtedly they are, we can not see on what 
grounds any church has a right to deny them member- 
ship. To refuse membership to whom Christ accepts is 
very anomolous to say the least! Now the Friends 
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Church will, we believe, baptize with water if the in- 
dividual member requests it; but the Friends Church as 
a church is prejudiced against both water baptism and 
“communion” and makes no place for them in its regular 
services. So its position could never become the basis 
of Christian union; for that would deprive great multi- 
tudes of Christians of the symbolism which to them is so 
helpful. The writer has often held baptismal services in 
the Christian Church in which some were baptized by 
immersion, some by trine immersion, some by sprinkling ; 
and, participating in the songs and prayers at those very 
services, were men and women who never were baptized 
at all and who did not believe in either water baptism 
or communion. Always an indescribably sweet fellowship 
pervaded these services, as ever it must where men 
and women are big and broad enough to rise above their 
differences on all such physical and material phases of 
worship to the great spiritual meaning and unity which 
is at the basis of all worship and service. And the writer, 
as the pastor for many years of such groups,. wishes 
to testify that it is his conviction that the Recording 
Angel himself could not tell any difference in their splen- 
did loyalty to Christ and their spirit of sacrifice and 
service, whether they were baptized by the one form or 
the other or never baptized at all. They were alike one 
in Jesus Christ. 


UST as the Christian denomination grants absolute 

liberty to the individual in all ordinances, so does it in 
all matters of faith, We have every shade of' belief 
imaginable working together in absolute harmony and 
sweet fellowship in many of our churches. There are 
conservatives and liberals, Fundamentalists and Modern- 
ists; and neither tries to run the other out of the Church. 
There are those who believe in the trinity and those who 
believe in the unity; and those who do not believe in 
either, but rather hold that middle ground idea which is 
coming to be the more common position and which doubt- 
less approximates the truth on this great question more 
nearly than does either trinitarianism or unitarianism. 
The great creed churches make no pretense of granting 
such liberty, and hence of course could never offer a basis 
of union for all of the followers of Christ. And those which 
have no written creeds or confessions either place limita- 
tions around their ordinances, as spoken of above, or else 
have certain very decided doctrines which distinguish 
them and make them objectional and impossible to many 
of the very finest of Christ’s followers. The Unitarian 
and the Universalist churches are outstanding examples 
of this. In some cases, it is some form of church govern- 
ment which raises a barrier against the union of the 
followers of Christ. The authority of bishop or presby- 
tery would be intolerable to those great free churches 
whose members have been schooled in democracy. It is 
idle to hope that there can ever be formed a union of 
all Christians under any such government. The urge 
of liberty is too strong in the human heart and the tides 
of democracy are too far advanced in this day to make 
the discussion of such a thing worth while to men who 
understand this age and the direction in which it is 
headed. The world is forging fast towards a more per- 
fected democracy, not back towards either political or 
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ecclesiastical autocracy. And the Church of Jesus Christ 
must ultimately work out some plan that will embody 
both individual freedom and co-operative efficiency, 
similar to that which the Christian denomination and 
other congregational churches have been developing. 


S it unfair to other churches, and is it stating anything 
more than the real facts of the case, then, to say that 
the Christian Church does hold a unique position among 
the denominations, and that that position is the one 
which ultimately will form the basis of union for the 
followers of Christ? Already our position is the one on 
which most, if not all, Sunday-school associations and 
councils of churches and ministerial associations and 
other interdenominational organizations are formed. 
They never ask how the individual has been baptized, 
or why, or whether he has been baptized at all or not; 
they never ask the individuals to subscribe to some creed; 
and they are democratic in form of government, with no 
bishops or other elevated order to command them. These 
interdenominational organizations simply accept men and 
women on their own confession of love and loyalty to 
Christ. And there they are, of all forms of baptism and 
no baptism, of all shades and varieties of belief, with 
every imaginable kind of crotchet and idiosyncrasy, and 
from every form of church government—and yet all wor- 
shiping together and working together in the sweetest 
and most exalted fellowship in Christ Jesus. That is 
exactly the way the Christian denomination does it. The 
Federal Council of Churches, the Sunday School Associa- 
tions, the Christian Endeavor Society, are all magnificent 
demonstrations of the possibility of union on the position 
which the Christian Church has occupied. 


HE HERALD is dead in earnest on this question of 
union, so muchsothat it wants to deal in facts. If any 

one can propose a more ideal and possible basis of union 
than that which the Christian denomination offers, and 
one towards which the whole Church is more surely and 
inevitably moving, show it to us; and The Herald will be 
for it with all of its heart and might. For our very soul 
is in this matter. He is a very superficial thinker indeed 
who does not see that denominational division involves 
infinitely more than simply the matter of church effi- 
ciency ; it embraces the very nature of Christianity, the 
very character of God. The tenets out of which grow 
division predicate a God entirely different than 
him whom Christ revealed and a_ gospel entirely 
different than the one Christ preached. This is 
the fundamental reason why division is paralyzing 
Christianity. And we believe that every denomina- 
tion ought to be honest enough in mind and big enough 
in spirit to deal with the absolute facts of this whole 
union situation, and to recognize the inherent worth of 
any and every proposition that has been advanced to 
promote union. Among all such propositions, does any 
other offer the hope of agreement that is found in the 
ideals and demonstrated possibilities which the Christian 
Church, as the pioneer in this quest for union, has dis- 
covered? We are very sincere in saying that we seek en- 
lightenment if there is some other better plan, or any oth- 
er plan, that holds out any hope whatever of ever bring- 
ing together the broken and divided family of Christ. 
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The Trend of Events 


The Church Peace Union Urges Action for the World Court 


It ought soon to begin to penetrate into the thinking of our poli- 
ticians, and of some of those Christian laymen who have not yet 
perceived the fact, that the religious forces of America conceive 
of the World Court, the League of Nations, and all other such 
movements looking towards friendship among the nations, as being 
Christian questions and hence do not have any tolerance with their 
being kicked around like footballs by the politicians for partisan 
purposes. Practically every outstanding organization of Chris- 
tians in this country has given its most earnest support to these 
movements with the same passionate conviction with which the 
Church carried on the campaign for prohibition. President Wilson 
in his fight for the League, and now President Harding in his 
fight for the World Court, have had the backing of Church organi- 
zations, Church leaders, and religious periodicals, with a remark- 
able unanimity—and this in spite of the fact that there has per- 
haps never been any other issue before the American people which 
has been so misrepresented and confused by the politician as have 
these. President Harding warned the people months ago that the 
“issue had been beclouded” by the politicians; and all church people 
ought by this time to begin to understand this and to be willing 
to follow the leadership of great churchmen and church organiza- 
tions rather than petty politicians. 

When the trustees of the Church Peace Union, including such 
men as Dr. John R. Mott, Dr. Robert E. Speer, Dr. Charles E. 
Jefferson, Dr. Francis E. Clark, of Christian Endeavor fame, Hon. 
William H. Taft, President Henry Churchill King, Dr. Fredrick 
Lynch, Dr. Charles S. Macfarland, Hon. Henry Morgenthau, Dr. 
Peter Ainslie, Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, and many others of like caii- 
ber in Christian leadership, send out such an appeal as the follow- 
ing in behalf of the World Court, it certainly devolves upon every 
Christian most seriously to think this question through as a Chris- 
tian issue, rather than jauntily and thoughtlessly to follow after 
some little politician who cares nothing about the great Christian 
involvements of this or any other issue: 

We, the trustees of the Church Peace Union, assembled in regu- 
lar session in New York, June 7, 1923, desire to put ourselves upon 
record as unequivocally favoring the entrance of the United States 
into the World Court and pledge ourselves to render all possible 
assistance to President Harding in his efforts to bring about this 
desired end. 

We believe the World Court is another great step toward the 
ordering of international relationships by the Christian principle, 
inasmuch as it substitutes peaceable and brotherly methods for 
war in the settlement of international disputes. Also, as loyal 
Americans we welcome it, inasmuch as America has been foremost 
among the nations in urging the establishment of judicial tribu- 
nals; American Presidents and statesmen have almost without ex- 
ception endorsed it; and an American has had chief part in draft- 
ing the constitution of the present Court. 

Furthermore, we would, call upon all Christians, regardless of 
party affiliations, to associate themselves with the President in 
this high-minded endeavor to associate the United States with the 
other nations of the world in securing peace and justice and would 
call upon all pastors of churches to bring the matter before their 
congregations with the aim of securing such united action as will 
persuade the Senate of the United States that the Christian forces 
of._America are unanimously of the opinion that this nation should 
be associated with the other nations of the world at The Hague in 
this institution which aims to substitute the reign of law for the 
reign of war. 


The Real Facts About Russia 


It is doubtful if ever before in times of peace it has been so 
difficult to secure the facts about the real situation in any country 
as it has been concerning Russia. On the one hand, the Soviet 
government has practiced the strictest censorship over all news 
coming from there, coloring it all to its own purpose; and on the 
other hand, the common newspaper reports as published in Europe 
and this country have proven again and again to be utterly unre- 
liable. A fair sample of this unreliability by which the American 
people have been continually duped were the reports carried in 
many papers only a short time ago relating how Patriarch Tikhon 
had been cruelly treated and finally put to death secretly in 


prison; only to be denied by Tikhon himself a few days later, who 
declared that he had never been mistreated while in prison. 

The newspapers which have had as their objective the destruc- 
tion of the Soviet and the restoration of the old-time order in 
Russia, have especially misrepresented the Soviet’s attitude to- 
wards the Church and morals. Most of the officials are indeed 
atheistic; but one by one the reports which pictured the govern- 
ment there as bitterly persecuting all churches, making religious 
instruction impossible, and promoting free love and other extreme 
forms of immorality, have been proven untrue. 

Last week we printed an illuminating article by Senator 
Wheeler, a Methodist layman who has just returned from a trip 
through Russia, which presents a much more hopeful view of that 
country. And just this week we have received from the Publicity 
Rureau of the National Lutheran Council, New York City, a state- 
ment touching the work of that denomination in Russia which sub- 
stantiates this better opinion. It does not indicate that there has 
been any mistreatment or oppression of the Lutherans in that 
country in any way. On the contrary, it declares that many of 
the priests of the Orthodox Church “seem needlessly to have pro- 
voked a struggle with the new government by opposing it with all 
the means in their power;” and intimates that this political activ- 
ity, and not religious beliefs or practices, was the cause of the 
“persecution” which has been so widely heralded in the press. (We 
place the word persecution in quotes because we Americans per- 
haps would be unwilling to call it “persecution,” inasmuch as the 
United States has until recently held political extremists in prison 
for far milder offences!) 

The report goes on to say that “the Lutheran Church was wiser 
and obeyed the commands of the government, so that it is well 
known that the Lutherans did not do anything to call forth coer- 
cive measures, as did many others.” After telling of the new ar- 
rangement of the church calendar which makes it conform to the 
church year in other parts of the world, beginning with Sunday, 
June 17, the report adds: 


The day was made further memorable by the fact that the pas- 
tor [of the Lutheran Church, Saints Peter and Paul] announced 
that a new law had been passed for which Christian people should 
feel devoutly thankful. in obedience to this new law, he called a 
congregational meeting for the purpose of registering the mem- 
bership, and explained the rights and privileges which it bestowed 
upon the churches. . . . It is evident that the churches are re- 
ceiving the status of legal corporations under specifications similar 
to those prevailing in America. This is a‘matter of great rejoicing. 


We wish to call particular attention to the last two sentences 
and to remind our readers that these words are from a report sent 
out by the National Lutheran Council, which has churches in Rus- 
sia and certainly knows whereof it speaks. Undoubtedly the situa- 
tion in that country is bad enough, and in many respects quite des- 
perate; but it now seems quite certain that there has been a tre- 
mendous amount of false and vindictive propaganda published in 
the American and European, press against the Soviet government 
and its attitude toward religion and the Church. 


The Promise of Hope in Russia 


Some weeks ago The Herald laid the blame for much of the dis- 
astrous political conditions in Russia upon the type of Church which 
existed under the czars and its utter failure to Christianize polit- 
ical conditions in that country. Since that editorial was printed 
Dr. L. O. Hartman, the very able editor of Zion’s Herald, Boston, 
and Bishop Blake of the Methodist Church, who together attended 
the sessions of the All-Russian Church Council in Moscow, have 
returned to this country. Bishop Blake has given to the press the 
actual speech which he delivered at the Council, which proves to 
be quite different in tone from what was indicated by the Asso- 
ciated Press reports of it at that time. And Dr. Hartman has 
syndicated in several Methodist and other periodicals a most illum- 
inating article on religious conditions in Russia, in which he speaks 
words of great expectation for the All-Russian Church, believing 
that within it lies the future hope of a regenerated and reformed 
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Russia. He declares that the present government is not nearly 
so ruthless toward the Church as has been represented, and that 
it has punished churchmen for carrying on “counter revolutionary 
activities” rather than for their religious convictions or prac- 
tices. The testimony of this editor of one of our greatest religious 
periodicals, who himself has been an actual observer of conditions 
in Russia, is encouraging. We can quote only briefly: 


The Russian Church through the centuries has beer the mere 
tool of the czar for the strengthening of autocracy, but with the 
revolution came religious freedom and the chance for a revitalizing 
of Christianity. Tikhon could have led a spiritual revival whose 
influence would have shaken the world. He failed and was swept 
off the stage as a hopeless reactionary. 


When the recent famine was at its worst a delegation of peas- 
ants from the stricken regions where people were dying by thou- 
sands came to Tikhon requesting that the superfluous church treas- 
ures might be sold and the proceeds used to buy food for the starv- 
ing. The patriarch hedged and excused himself by declaring that 
the treasures did not belong to him. The peasants seeing that the 
church had lost the vision of Christ went directly to Kaminev, head 
of the Moscow government. He heard them gladly and issued the 
famous decree for the confiscation of the useless jewels that the 
hungry might be fed. These are the authentic facts behind the 
lurid “church spoliation” stories that have filled the secular press. 
We had opportunity in a number of instances of examining 
churches where the treasures had been confiscated and found that 
in no case had the ikons, crosses, banners, or other symbols of wor- 
ship been disturbed. The government simply took the superfluous 
gold and precious stones that served merely as ornaments to em- 
bellish the elaborate cathedral interiors and converted them into 
the food so much needed. In the case of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Petrograd the Soviet agents came to examine the prop- 
erty and found two valuable communion sets. Upon receiving the 
explanation that they were needed in the administration of the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper the articles were simply registered 
and left unmolested. 


The All-Russian Council in Moscow 


Dr. Hartman was present at the great meeting of the All-Rus- 
sian Church Territorial Council held in “the magnificent cathedral 
of Christ” in Moscow, in April-May, which unfrocked Patriarch 
Tikhon and excommunicated an entire monarchist group, with its 
eighteen bishops, which had almost openly been agitating for the 
return of the czarist government. He says: 


It was very plain that the council did not intend to allow the 
church any longer to be used as the instrument of the counter- 
revolution. The delegates went on record in loyal support 
of the present order in Russia, withdrawing the anathematization 
of the Soviet government passed by the church council of 1917, and 
calling upon “every honest, Christian citizen of Soviet Russia to 
go forth with a united front under the leadership of the Soviet 
government to struggle against this world-wide evil of social in- 
justice.” The closing paragraph of the resolution defining the rela- 
oe = the Church to the government is particularly significant. 

t reads: 


“From now on the whole life of the church must be constructed 
upon two principles: 

“1. In relation to the state, upon the principle of the separa- 
tion of the church from the state. 

“2. In relation to God, upon the real devotion of the church 
people to the actual commandments of Christ the Savior. 

“In constructing itself upon these foundations the Church will 
become that which it should be, a working congregation of be- 
lievers in God, his Christ and his truth.” .. . 


A study of the council’s action must reveal to any fair-minded 
man a sencere attempt on its part to further in the church spiritual- 
ity, intelligence, and a program of practical social service. The 
reforms adopted are not such as would be dictated by a government 
seeking to destroy all religion. 


We had opportunity again and again in personal conferences 
with Chicherin, the Soviet minister of foreign affairs, and other 
leaders to inquire as to the attitude of the government toward re- 
ligion. We were assured in every instance that the constitutional 
provision granting religious freedom was in full force and that 
there would be no opposition whatever to the worship of God ex- 
cept where it was used as a cover for counter-revolutionary efforts. 

The council’s attitude toward the government was in general 
one of loyalty, but decided exception was taken to the atheism of 
the Soviet leaders. If the actions of the council had been dictated 
by the government, such criticism would not have been tolerated. 

The leaders of the reform movement in the Russian Church 
have been called “renegades” by a great American newspaper. It 
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is true that a number of them‘had to suffer imprisonment and exile 
during the monarchist regime for denouncing the wickedness of 
autocracy, impurity in high places, injustice to the poor and other 
crimes and sins like those opposed in other days by the prophet 
Amos. But these heralds of a new day in the Orthodox Church 
create in personal contacts the impression of sincerity and genuine 
Christian zeal. They have none of “renegade priests.” 

The council of 1923 will go down in history as one of the most 
remarkable ecclesiastical gatherings on record; for during its ses- 
sion epoch-making changes were wrought which are bound to affect 
for all time the religious life of approximately one-twelfth of the 
human race. 


Where Your Coal Money Goes 


The rumbling of approaching trouble in the anthracite coal 
fields over the question of an increase of wages at the very time 
when people are laying in their coal at highway robbery prices, 
makes interesting the following estimate of the distribution of 
costs furnished by the mine workers to the Coal Commission: 


A ton of coal (including steam sizes as well as domestic) cost 
$5.20 at the mine during the winter of 1922-23. The operators 
added for selling expense and profit $1.61, and the railroads 
charged $2.95 for transportation to New York City. The cost per 
ton to the wholesalers was $9.76, while the charge of the whole- 
salers and retailers “together” was $3.79. So that the consumer 
paid $13.55. He, noting that the highest figures in the computa- 
tion were for the railroads and the dealers, would naturally con- 
clude that they should contribute to a scaling down in price to the 
ultimate buyer. This price of $18.55 to him was an averaging of 
prices of all varieties of coal. Last winter a gross ton of furnace 
(egg, stove and chestnut) often cost him $16.37. 


It is surely highly desirable that the Coal Commission make 
some comment, and either verify these estimates or furnish cor- 
rect ones. Until the public knows the actual facts with reference 
to the whole mining business, profits as well as wages, it is not 
in position to judge either of the fairness of the miner’s wage or 
of the price of coal. 

| 


One never ceases to be surprised at the number of organiza- 
tions which are unselfishly working for some phase of human 
betterment. An editorial office is constantly deluged with propa- 
ganda material from such groups of consecrated workers who are 
giving their time and their money for the promotion of some cause 
from which they themselves never hope to benefit but which they 
believe to be of reai worth to the unfortunate or to society in 
general. Such, for instance, is the National Probation Associa- 
tion, which is officered and composed in no little part of judges and 
probation workers, and the friends of the cause, and has as its 
objective the establishment of well-organized juvenile courts and 
the promotion of larger knowledge and higher standards for pro- 
bation work throughout the entire country. This Association 
drafts and secures the passage of needed laws for the protection 
of children, promotes the appointment of the right kind of proba- 
tion officers and their proper training, holds conferences of such 
workers, and publishes helpful literature along these lines. Thus 
it aims to help boys and girls who have been. drawn into the nets 
of the law, and to secure for them enlightened treatment which 
will save them, rather than the old-fashioned punitive methods 
which so often aggravated their evil bent and confirmed them 
in criminality. Its headquaters are at 370 Seventh Avenue, New 
York City, to which those desiring to help such a great cause can 
send their contributions. 

ca 


It is indeed a worthy achievement that through the organization 
of the Young Women’s Christian Association, sixty thousand girls 
have been given a summer vacation camp during a single year. The 
national organization conducts seven such camps, while two hun- 
dred camps are operated by local associations. 


Ga 


The recent Indiana State Sunday-school Convention at Indian- 
apolis was the largest State convention ever held—second only 
to the last International Convention—there having been nearly five 
thousand registered delegates. 


More Than a Gash—An Opportunity 


greatest battles of the Crimean 
War a cannon ball crashed into a 
beautiful garden, tearing an ugly gash. But 
from this gash there burst forth a spring 
from which ever after flowed a living foun- 
tain. Therefore, q. e. d., a gash is not a 
gash, but more than a gash. The ugly gash- 
es which misfortune and sorrow ear in 
people’s lives are not mere gashes but also 
the opening of a richer experience. Without 
the yawning of some chasm in a man’s life, 
man would not concern himself with what 
had filled that chasm. We have a beautiful 
way of taking everything for granted 
where the run of things is over smooth 
ground. It is only when our affections are 
rent apart that we become fully conscious 
of those affections. We all can think of 
some one who never came to himself until 
he was baffled, rebuffed, or thwarted in some 
way. 

It is adversity that develops the stamina 
of manhood and integrity of character. It 
is seeming defeat that makes men invin- 
cible. It is trials that unlock men’s virtues. 
It is fire that gives to tools their temper; 
it is on the grindstone that they get their 
edge. It is friction that brings the spark 
from flint. It is an antagonism, either 
personal or environmental, that causes the 
fire to blaze in man. It is as the Man of 
Wisdom says: “In the fire gold is tried, 
and in the furnace of adversity acceptable 
men are made.” 

The crux of the question is whether we 
can extend this last statement and say that 
only in the furnace of adversity are accept- 
able men made. Can we say that without 
adversity acceptable men are not made? 


The first fact that applies here is that 
great nations have always developed under 
adverse circumstances and when adversity 
has ceased they have decayed. Rome is of 
course the classical example of this. Great 
men are not developed in the warm climates! 
where they find their food ready made on 
the trees. The man upon whom continuous 
sunshine falls is like the earth in August: 
He becomes dry and parched and hard. If 
it were not for rugged necessity, for the 
struggle to obtain, man would be a mere 
lump of breathing clay, even more lifeless 
than the marble statue. If you oil a rail- 
road track, thus removing the friction, the 
train fails to get on. If you oil men’s 
lives with inherited wealth or other aids, 
removing the incentive to struggle, then 
men fail to get on. Necessity js not only 
the mother of human invention, but the 
mother of all human activity. Action that 
is too easy, because all difficulties have been 
smoothed away, is mechanical and unin- 
teresting because it presents no challenge to 
the individual. Men were made to struggle 
and to achieve; and it is only the action 
that involves some struggle, that interests 
man. There is no success without struggle, 
no victory without defeat. 

It is better to struggle and seemingly fail 


Te story is told that in one of the 
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than it is seemingly to succeed in an easy 
position. 

Apply this for just a moment to the in- 
dustrial situation. Why is it that there is 
much discontent among factory workers? 
Perhaps partly because of the bad living 
conditions; but more because the task they 
are called upon to perform is the task of 
an automaton, presenting 1.0 challenge to 
their individuality. The only success they 
achieve is holding down a job, and that is a 
pretty tiresome success. To the old-time 
cobbler, the shoe stood for him as a symbol 
of his ability to achieve; but the stitch 
made by a machine which today is run by 
a man, is not much of a symbol. 

It seems, however, that there are some 
people who are not made this way. In fact, 
there seems to be dominating American life 
today an ambition toward ease of existence 
rather than toward achievement. Men, 


when they are confronted with a difficulty, 
begin looking about for some easy way to 
get around the difficulty instead of over it. 
Instead of relying upon themselves and 





I Call Him Christ 


I call him Christ because he cared— 
There were the people shepherdless, 
And he alone among men dared 
To breathe them words of tender- 
ness— : 
I claim him Lord because he cared. 


Divinity! I cannot know 
Its sweep or mystic 
height; 
But when I find him bending low, 
To give some lowly beggar sight, 
I see divinity—and know! 


reach and 


If God or man—I cannot tell— 
Until I see some bold pretense 

Withdraw its face before the spell 
His presence cast; then difference 

Between a man and him I tell. 


I call him Lord because he shared 
With others every gift he bore; 
No king nor priest nor prophet cared, 
Or saw the woe and want, beofre 

He walked in Galilee—and shared! 


I call him God because he knew 
No racial hate or boundary; 
But like the sunlight’s kiss he threw 
Engirdling love from sea to sea, 
Unlike a man—because he knew! 
—Rev. Leonard R. Jenkins, in 
Nashville Christian Advocate. 


—————————_—_—_—_——— 
helping themselves, they call for crutches 
which some one else will provide. Self- 
help and self-reliance, together with some 
other admirable things, have become old- 
fashioned. Teachers and books and maga- 
zines do the thinking for a great number 
of people, instead of acting as an aid and 
stimulus to thought. Newspapers give men 
their politics and preachers give them their 
religion. This whole lazy-going indolence 
certainly betrays a lack of health and vigor 
which is only to be remedied by going into 
the gymnasium of actual life and struggle. 


These people do well to repeat from the 
prayer book that they are “weak and miser- 
able creatures” and there “is no health in 
them.” 

But the interesting thing about such 
people is that they have a nice little way 
of excusing themselves. They either say 
that the devil is to blame or else that God 
is to blame. It is rather interesting to find 
God and the devil both serving the same 
purpose. Those who blame God have it 
fixed up like this: God is guiding me; and 
if he puts an obstacle down in my path, he 
means for me to take another. Do not you 
remember how when Balaam was making 
the wrong choice, God blocked his way with 
a stubborn mule? All I have to do to fol- 
low God’s will is to take the path of fewest 
obstacles, the line of least resistance. In 
scriptural language, “From a man who 
hath not more manhood than this, shall be 
taken even that which he hath.” Those 
who blame the devil do not need any 
reasoning. To them the devil is the deity 
which is responsible for all their short- 
comings. 

My position, contrasted with these, is 
that the One who controls our environ- 
ment is using it as a tool just as the sculp- 
tor uses the chisel. As God knows how to 
bring the tiny acorn to the sturdy oak, so 
he knows where the richest melodies of our 
lives are and just what drill and what dis- 
cipline are necessary to bring them out. 
As the seulptor cares only for the angel 
shut up in the marble block, so God cares 
only for the real man or woman shut up 
in the human body. He may have to chisel 
off a great number of things which man 
himself thinks quite attractive. He may 
have to rob man of his wealth or his posi- 
tion or the objects of other affections. But 
he does so only in order that man cannot 
take anything save real manhood as the 
goal of his existence. 

God certainly makes it evident that this 
is his method of procedure, not only with 
man but with all living creatures. All 
nature teaches the lesson of achievement 
through difficulties. The frosts, the snows, 
the tempests, are all obstacles to the 
growth of the oak; but no one has found 
a’ mighty oak where these are absent. 
Fierce winters are as necessary as long 
summers. The hothouse plant may tempt a 
pampered appetite or shed a languid odor; 
but God’s world where there is struggle 
supplies man’s food and shelter. God’s 
flowers that bloom unheeded give men their 
choicest perfumes. God’s men are schooled 
in struggle rather than brought up in the 
palace where they are schooled in ease. 

Yet to some people a difficulty is merely 
a difficulty and an obstacle merely an 
obstacle. It would indeed be foolhardy to 
deny that obstacles do in a way hinder 
and impede progress. But they are only 
like the ice and debris of a river tempo- 
rarily forcing the water into eddies where 
it accumulates strength and a mighty re- 
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serve which ultimately sweeps the obstruc- 
tion impetuously into the sea. No prin- 
ciple is more fully accepted in psychology 
today than that the obstructing of any ac- 
tivity acts as a stimulus to cause the in- 
dividual to bring into use an excess of 
energy and so to marshall all his energy as 
will be most effective in removing the ob- 
struction. Hold your hand over the mouth 
of a crying baby and it not only cries 
louder but begins fighting the hand away. 
The obstruction not only hinders but also 
stimulates. Friction not only retards the 
progress of the train but makes possible its 
being pulled. The air not only offers re- 
sistence to the flight of the bird but makes 
the flight possible. Our enemies, either 
personal or impersonal, not only work 
against us but also stimulate and direct us. 
There is certainly good philosophy in the 
Biblical injunction to love our enemies. 
Their biting sarcasm and stinging rebukes 
often serve as mirrors to reveal us to our- 
selves. Their unkind thrusts are spurs to 
urge us on to greater and nobler endeavor. 

It is only upon condition that there be 
a goal that an obstacle is a reality. A 
stone wall is not an obstacle unless one 
wishes to get beyond it. A geometric prob- 
lem is not a difficulty unless one wishes to 
solve it. It is only the men who desire to 
4io and be something who have enemies. 
There must be movement in a certain direc- 
tion before there can be such things as ob- 
stacles and difficulties. 

Men who have a goal are the men who 
have obstacles. It follows that they are 
the only ones who can overcome obstacles, 
and we find them doing this. Just as the 
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oyster turns the grain of sand which an- 
noys it into a pearl, so these men turn their 
obstacles into helps. Place a stumbling- 
block in the way of such a man and he 
uses it as a stepping stone, and on it will 
climb to greatness. Sell a Joseph into 
slavery to get rid of him and he uses it as 
a means of stepping into the rulership of 
Egypt. Take away the money from a real 
man and he makes of his poverty spurs to 
urge him on. Cripple a real man and he 
writes the Waverley novels. Give him an 
impediment of speech and he becomes the 
greatest orator of all times. Blind a 
Fanny Crosby and she writes the Church’s 
most treasured hymns. Others like her be- 
come the world’s greatest epic poets or the 
world’s greatest musical composers. Look 
persons of this type in prison and as a 
consequence we have the “Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress,” “Don Quixote,” or “Robinson Crusoe.” 
Place one of them in a log cabin in a 
wilderness section of America and in a few 
years you find him at the head of his na- 
tion guiding it through its great crisis. 
Great men never wait for facilities and 
favoring circumstances. They assert their 
personalities in spite of a thousand ad- 
verse circumstances. They become masters 
of their environment instead of allowing 
their environment to master them. Every 
obstacle only adds to their determination 
and ability to get on. 

In fact, greatness is in direct proportion 
to the size and number of obstacles over- 
come. The man who works his way up 
from the bottom is a greater man than he 
who by favoring circumstances starts at 
or near the top and remains there. 


Are We Losing the Missionary Spirit? 


BY REV. DONALD P. HURLBURT 


cumstances. In fact, this question in 

a slightly different form was asked 
the writer only three days ago by a promi- 
nent member of one of our larger churches 
that has been without a Christian Church 
pastor for several years. And we have a 
number of good churches in Maine and 
Michigan and elsewhere on what might be 
called the edge of things that are left these 
days desolate and unpastored. 


What is the reason, if we are not losing 
our missionary impulse? 

In the old days men plunged into the 
primeval wildérness to hew out homes and 
a future for themselves and their posterity. 
The circuit rider followed close at their 
heels, preaching the eternal Word wherever 
he went and could get a hearing—in homes, 
barns, the open fields, the woods. He left 
his home and family to do it, for the sake 
of perishing souls. Those left behind often 
had a struggle to make a living. Women 
broke up the virgin soil and planted and 
hoed that their husbands might sow the 
seed of life in the fallow ground of human 
hearts. In this they followed the heroic ex- 


T HIS question is brought out by cir- 


ample of him who left his beautiful home 
with his Heavenly Father to hew his pio- 
neer way into this wilderness world of sin 
and sorrow, so that he might bring his mes- 
sage of salvation. 

But today, if one is asked to go to Lubec 
or Eastport or some of these other churches, 


NAA 
God Never Fails 


INCE “God is love,” “love never fails,” 
Always love wins, always avails. 
God never fails, ’tis grandly true 
Here, everywhere, for me, for you. 


However dark the prospect be, 

And rough the pathway is for thee; 
Bear this in mind, God never fails; 
With ease he works, with ease prevails. 


Assured of final victory, 

Assured by his divine decree, 
Whatever foe thy soul assails, 

His stroke is vain, God never fails; 


Love never fails, for God is love, 
Still ringing comes from heaven above, 
God never fails, divinely true 
His welcome to me and you. 
—Rev. Lawrence Keister, D. D. 


MN 
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not primitive nor among crude, uncultured 
people, but right here in the United States 
among as intelligent and fine a lot of peo- 
ple as can be found anywhere, the response 
is, “It is too far from folks,” or “My wife 
does not want to go so far from her peo- 
ple,” or “There are no opportunities for 
cultural development there; I should stag- 
nate,” or “One would have no ministerial 
fellowship,” or something of the sort. 


Yet those who lived under the old regime, 
when they left home and loved ones—and 
they loved them just as much as we do 
ours, but they loved the cause of Christ 
and souls more!—when they traveled twen- 
ty miles from home, they were more com- 
pletely cut off from those loved ones than 
we are five hundred miles or more from 
them, with our rapid means of communica- 
tion and transportation. Today a letter 
travels hundreds of miles in twenty-four 
hours and a telegram or a telephone or wire- 
less message still more rapidly, while trains 
are ready to carry us over a perfect net- 
work of tracks throughout the nation, with 
automobiles and even aeroplanes for use 
when needed. 

No, we are not altogether losing the mis- 
sionary spirit; for some are found who vol- 
unteer for the foreign field, leaving friends 
and relatives to cross oceans and plunge 
into the depths of foreign customs, unhy- 
gienic surroundings, and moral depravity to 
carry the gospel. 

Have the most of us utterly lost this great 
impulse? Are we loving only the soft spots 
in the Kingdom? Do we want a sofa cush- 
ion to sit on, while we wield the sword of 
the Spirit? 

“Woe unto them that are at ease in 
Zion.” 

Jesus Christ, while here in the body, lived 
a centrifugal life. He worked from the 
center outward. He said, “Beginning from 
Jerusalem”—“in Judea and Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.” His 
apostle Paul flamed across Asia Minor and 
southern Europe, actuated by the same 
Spirit. 

But the Christian Church nowadays 
seems to have become centripetal. Its 
movement is the reverse—from the edge to- 
ward the center. And unless some of the 
old, sacrificial, heroic spirit of the fathers 
returns to the church, the movement of our 
ministry will continue to be centripetal and 
the fringe of the church will continue to 
shrink and shrivel until it reaches the van- 
ishing point. 

God forbid! 

The writer hopes that somebody who 
reads this will be hit—and hit so hard that 
he will sit up and take notice—that he wil! 
arise in the might of his manhood to say, 
“Here am I; send me,” and then go where 
God wants him to go. 

Bangor, Maine. 

o 


The present is the living sum-total of the 
whole past.—Selected. 
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Some Ministers | Have Known 
THE REV. BENJAMIN S. BATCHELOR 
By Dr. Martyn Summerbell 


HE Rev. Benjamin S. Batchelor was 
T one of the leading ministers of the 

Christian Church in eastern New Eng- 
land, and was honored by all who knew him 
for his sterling manhood and the worth of 
his Christian character. 


He was born at Trowbridge, England, on 
November 21, 1829. When he was four 
years old his mother brought him and his 
older brother to this country, where his 
father, a minister in the Baptist Church, 
had come a short time before to make his 
home in the new world. 


In that early day the atmosphere of a 
minister’s family in New England was one 
cf unquestioned and unquestioning piety, 
and as the young lad developed his trust in 
God,, in the Bible, the religious life be- 
came a second nature. It is not surprising 
therefore, that he felt the call to preach the 
gospel, or that on reaching his majority he 
was conning the message which he must 
deliver from the sacred desk. He preached 
his first sermon while away from home 
temporarily in the spring of 1851. The 
service was with a congregation of the Sec- 
ond Advent persuasion at Hartford, Con- 
necticut, and at the time he was but twenty- 
two years of age. Young as he was, how- 
ever, he was gifted already with such de- 
cision of character and such consecration to 
his holy calling as to win the confidence of 
the people, who extended him a call to the 
pulpit of the Adventist Church in New Bed- 
ford; and it was there that his ordination 
occurred in June of 1851. He labored with 
this church for several years, and then was 
engaged as a supply for nine months in a 
church in Plymouth, the historic town of 
the Pilgrims. 

He came into the fellowship of the Chris- 
tian Church when he was invited to the 
Mattapoisett Christian Church, located 
across the harbor from New Bedford, to 
which he came in February of 1856, and 
was received into the Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts Christian Conference. 

He held the Mattapoisett pastorate for 
the four years up to July, 1860, when he 
received a call to the Middle Street Church 
of New Bedford. At that time New Bed- 
ford was graced by the presence of three 
churches of the Christian order; the “White 
Church” on Purchase Street, the Middle 
Street Church situated a little way around 
the corner, and the Bonney Street Church 
in the southern section of the city. Some 
of the strongest men in the ministry of the 
Christian Church had held forth in the 
“White Church,” and the same was true of 
the Middle Street Church. In Bonney 
Street the Rev. I. H. Coe was the earnest 
and capable leader. It was no small dis- 
tinction for our Brother Batchelor to be 
called to labor with such associates, but 


his zeal and faithfulness won him a foot- 
hold, and his sterling common sense and in- 
spiring preaching gave him standing and 
influence, not only with his own parish, but 
also throughout the city. 

Brother Batchelor was great as a 
preacher and equally great as a pastor. He 
accepted his parish as a charge from God, 
and gave it the affectionate oversight of a 
father to his children. He knew all of his 
flock by name and cared for them in their 
adversities as well as in their festivities, 
and so held them fast to Christ and his 
Chureh. 

In his sermonic preparation he was con- 
scientious as one might say almost to a 
fault. Every theme that he discussed was 
thought out to the minutest detail. Every 
statement that he made was considered in 
all its bearings and wrought to its logical 
conclusion. His business in the pulpit was 
to declare the truth of God and he pro- 
claimed it constructively and argued it with 
sweet reasonableness. 

Some ground for this course may be at- 
tributed to his congregation, for in the 
pews before him were many who had been 
captains on the sea, or who had held sub- 
stantial positions in the merchantile or in- 


pA 
God’s Word a Beacon 


As a beacon o’er the sea, 

Doth God’s Word shine steadily, 
That the mariners who sail, 
Buffeted by wind and gale, 

May in safety cross the tide 
Of life’s ocean, deep and wide. 


Radiant with a light divine, 

It doth ever brightly shine; 

And though fierce the tempest’s power, 
And though the dark stormelouds lower, 
Naught of ill need any know, 

For it marks the way to go. 


Whatsoever may betide 
Those who cross this ocean wide, 
There is safety, if the bark 
Sails the path God’s Word doth mark, 
For it cleadly points the way 
To the Port of Endless Day. 
—Fred Scott Shepherd. 
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dustrial world. They were devout and sober- 
minded and expected from their preacher 
instruction that was worth while and that 
agreed with the Holy Word. But even more, 
there was a logical bent in the preacher 
himself that kept him aloof from all fads 
and current fancies, and that impelled him 
to address his flock in terms that would in- 
terest and profit them. 

It may be added that his addresses from 
the platform and his papers that were de- 
livered before associations of ministers had 
the same careful preparation, the same 
clear-cut sentences and the same sound 


sense clothed with the fitting word that 
made them a delight to the intelligent 
hearer. 


And so it was that our Brother Batchelor, 
throughout all the years of his ministry, 
extended over a half century, was never 
known to give the public a weak or an in- 
vertebrate discourse. Possibly, if he had 
now and then loosened the reins of critical 
composition and let himself go under the 
impulse of kindling imagination, he might 
have seemed more strikingly eloquent; but 
in such case he would have been traveling 
contrary to his own nature, to say nothing 
of risking the loss of the level-headed con- 
stituency that had come to trust him im- 
plicitly, and had never known him to sur- 
prise them by a failure. 

Brother Batchelor was active in minis- 
terial circles. The city of New Bedford 
was happy in the possession of a ministerial 
association which comprised the Protestant 
pastors of the city and vicinity. It met of 
a Monday morning and before it papers 
were read and discussions given that 
were of great value to all concerned. In 
these meetings Brother Batchelor took a 
manly part. 


He was a leader in the activities of the 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts Christian 
Conference and served as its president for 
some fourteen years. The conference sus- 
tained a ministerial association which as- 
sembled four times a year, and before it 
papers were presented and consultations 
were held in which his voice and his pen 
were always at the service of his brethren. 
The writer for several years was privileged 
to attend these associations and to enjoy 
Brother Batchelor’s papers on Biblical or 
theological themes, and his remarks, which 
were always pertinent and abounding in 
good judgment. 

During his Middle Street pastorate he 
was appointed Chaplain of the House of 
Correction in New Bedford, and he filled 
the duties of this office for the thirteen 
years till his pastorate terminated in 1875. 

After relinquishing his New Bedford pas- 
torate he supplied the pulpits of Assonet 
and North Dighton, preaching in the morn- 
ing at Assonet and at North Dighton in 
the afternoon, and continuing this service 
for several years while retaining his resi- 
dence in New Bedford. 

When the Christian Camp Meeting Asso- 
ciation was established on Cape Cod, near 
Hyannis, in 1872, Brother Batchelor was one 
of the chief promoters. He was elected a 
director of the enterprise and served in that 
capacity as long as he lived. He was the 
first treasurer of the Association and held 
the post acceptably until he was elected 
president of the corporation, and this office 
he filled to general satisfaction for many 
years. 

Owing to the death of his father, the re- 
sponsibility of the Chemical Company, 
which his father had controlled, fell into 
his hands. The specialty which the com- 
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pany manufactured was cyanide of pétas- 
sium. With the same thoroughness which 
he applied to other concerns he produced 
so pure a product as to win the name of 
making the best cyanide produced in the 
United States. And while he was conduct- 
ing this business he was preaching every 
Sunday as before stated at Assonet and 
North Dighton. 

He had attained the age of seventy-five 
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years when he fell ill, and after a week of 
sickness he closed his eyes in the final sleep 
on March 7, 1904. 

Of our brother it may be said that he was 
a true man, an honor to the city of his 
adoption, a friend faithful in every emer- 
gency, and a preacher who was esteemed 
and beloved by the good and true of every 
name. 

Lakemont, N. Y. 


Eternal Salvation 


BY D. A. EPPERSON 


For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; 

Not of works, lest any man should boast.—Eph. 
2:8, 9. 


ow the salvation spoken of by the 
N Apostle Paul to the Ephesian brethren 

must have been eternal salvation; and 
as grace means favor or kindness bestowed 
on some one, it must be free from obliga- 
tion. Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy, 
he saved us by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost. This 
passage of Scripture makes it absolutely 
certain that the washing of regeneration 
does not depend on works or good deeds 
which we may do. These obligations come 
after redemption to show our faith and 
prove what the Lord has done for us. 

Then if the above statements are true, 
why are not all men saved? The text says 
“by grace through faith” have all men a 
saving faith. Now, let us see. “Faith is 
the substance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not seen.” It is that which 
underlies or supports our hope. It lies at 
the root of all practical virtues. Therefore, 
all men have not faith in the plain scrip- 
tural statement of the Word of God, in 
which alone they must have implicit confi- 
dence. Without this they need not expect 
the gift of the salvation spoken of in the 
text. It is a favor or gift bestowed upon 
men that repent of their sins. 

Do all men repent? They do not. Why 
not? The Apostle John, in speaking of the 
coming of Christ, says: “He came unto his 
own, and his own received him not, but as 
many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name, which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 

Now, if Jesus came to his own (people) 
and his own received him not, need we ex- 
pect all Gentiles to receive him? Only as 
many as received him had any power to be- 
come the sons of God. Neither is there 
salvation in any other, for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved. We must be 
born, not of the will of man, but of God.” 
“For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater, so shall my 
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; 


it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” 

Now this prophecy made by Isaiah con- 
cerning the release of the children of Israel 
from exile points out the power and cer- 
tainty of Jehovah to fulfill his promises. He 
also prophesies some good things for the 
Gentiles. ‘All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all!” Then if we have 
all gone astray, how are we to receive this 


{iL 
Good Cheer 


L?7s talk good cheer this morning, 
No matter if we’re blue 
Somewhere we know there’s happiness 
Stored up for me and you. 
So let’s just seek to find it, 
To drive away our cares, 
And before we know it, gladness 
Will o’ertake us unawares. 
Let’s speak good cheer. 


Let’s talk good cheer this morning, 
No matter how things go wrong, 
If burdens seem too heavy 
We'll bear them with a song; 
Let’s talk it to the home folks, 
And our fellows on the street, 
Let’s talk it “strong” this morning 
To every one we meet. 

Let’s speak good cheer. 


Let’s talk good cheer this morning 

To the weary and sad of heart, 

To the one who is tried and tempted, 

Yet struggling to do his part; 

Just a cheerful word of greeting, 

And a kindly helpful hand— 

I tell you these things are sermons 

That the weakest can undrstand. 
Let’s speak good cheer. 


Let’s talk good cheer this morning 

For the best may lie ahead, 

The days may be filled with sunshine, 

And not the clouds we dread. 

But if the dark clouds must appear, 

We'll find the silver lining; 

So we'll pack our troubles in the “old 

kit bag” 

And just keep right on smiling. 

—Louise M. Martin, in 
The Christian Herald. 


MUI 


salvation if it is to be had or gained with- 
out any works of righteousness or good 
deeds on our part? Now, let us see. The 
prophet Ezekiel said to the children of Is- 
rael, “Repent, and turn yourselves from all 
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your transgressions, so iniquity shall not 
be your ruin.” Then came John the Bap- 
tist preaching in the wilderness of Judea 
and saying, “Repent, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand,” and also saying, “Bring 
forth, therefore, fruits meet for repent- 
ance.” Then, after John was put in prison, 
Jesus came into Galilee preaching the gos- 
pel of the Kingdom of God. 

Repentance means sorrow or pain, and 
godly sorrow worketh. repentance to salva- 
tion not to be repented of, but the sorrow 
of the world worketh death. It was God’s 
good pleasure through the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. 

The Holy Spirit convicting the sinner of 
his sins causes man to see himself in a dif- 
ferent light. We see our acts are recorded 
within us, as if graven with an iron pen 
and laid in rock forever. For the fruit of 
the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, 
and truth. It is the Spirit that draws men 
to Christ, and they must come through re- 
pentance and faith in Christ. 


Now, if these statements are true, why . 


have so many ministers quit preaching re- 
pentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and are preaching faith and works which 
belong to the redeemed or Church? Why 
do they not urge church members to study 
God’s Word? Then they would know what 
their duties are, and it would draw their 
minds from the material things to the spir- 
itual. 
Haubstadt, Indiana. 


oO 


Unusual zeal and piety tomorrow cannot 
compensate for the shortcomings of today. 
Duty demands the best, the fullest service 
from every individual, but keenest regrets 
must follow after wasted opportunities. The 
yesterdays, the past years, are gone forever, 
and their deeds must be met in judgment. 

Present and future are terms relating to 
time; but not to eternity. Eternity is a 
unit, and its conditions depend upon char- 
acter and life. 

Religionists err greatly in making the 
mere getting to heaven as their supreme 
geal, whereas being fitted for heaven is the 
all essential. Alas “the book of life” of 
most persons contains many empty chapters, 
many soiled pages and mutilated sections. 
What power can repair the damage or sup- 
Ely the lack? At best we are only “sinners 
saved,” and divine pity must cover our 
shortcomings. 

E. A. DEVORE. 


Oo 


Tricky people are a thorn in the side of 
folks with good will. Not wishing to think 
evil of others and scarcely willing to act 
on their suspicions, good Christians dislike 
exceedingly to be placed in contact with 
wily and deceitful persons whose aims are 
selfish but concealed. Jesus had to bear up 
under the same unpleasant experiences and 
warned us to beware of wolves in sheep’s 
clothing. He had Judas to handle. -Watch- 
ing as well as praying is enjoined on all 
disciples.—Western Christian Advocate. 


a le Ad 
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At Prayer Time 


Follow me.—Matt. 9: 9. 
oO 


Never before had there been such an au- 
thoritative voice in the world, neither had 
there been a voice so sweet as his. It was 
the most dramatic call of history. It was 
unconditional and apparently unreasonable, 
but the human heart heard in it the call to 
freedom and salvation. He looked into the 
faces of four fishermen and said, “Follow 
me.” Greeting Philip, he said, “Follow me.” 
Passing Matthew, he said, “Follow me.” 
They all followed. This was the beginning 
of the commandatory challenge of Chris- 
tianity. v 

To another generation he said, “I am he 
that liveth and was dead, and behold I am 
alive forevermore.” To this generation he 
is still speaking in no less commandatory 
terms. Following Jesus is no easy, namby- 
pamby task. It calls for the highest, no- 
blest, and best of all. That is the purpose 
ot Christianity. It awakens the best in us. 

To attain anything in the material world 
demands suppression of appetite and pas- 
sion, economy of time and energy. To be an 
architect, an artist, an educator, a farmer, 
a plumber, or a brickmason demands appli- 
cation and labor. If these things make 
great demands, and we are willing to ad- 
here to them, how much, more must be the 
demand to follow Jesus in order to be like 
him. Paul says, “I buffet my body and bring 
it into bondage, lest by any means, after 
that I have preached to others, I myself 
should be rejected.”—Peter Ainslie. 


e oS 


Comes anew thine eager message, 
“Gird thyself for each day’s need; 
In the paths of Christ made perfect 
Turn thy steps and onward speed.” 
Other followers of thy precepts 
Into thy teachings turned; 
As they walked along beside thee 
In their hearts thy Spirit burned. 


Ours a heritage of courage, 

Martyrs’ blood and prophets’ claim, 
Shoulder close to shoulder pressing, 

We march onward in thy name. 
Ours to know and live for others 

In such service as Christ gave; 
Teaching us thy love and justice 

In our day a world would save. 


Millions call! Shall millions answer? 
Let our battle haste the day 
When mankind the whole world over 
At thine altars humbly pray. 
Give us faith, and knowledge perfect, 
Help us each thy Word to live. 
Thou who givest life abundant, 
May we daily service. give. 
—Ralph Welles Keeler. 


oO 


The ideal Christian life is not only a life 
of faith and hope, but of love and service. 
It is a life of activity. Love and service 
promote faith and hope. Satan finds ready 
work for idle hands. He seeks souls as 
some hunters shoot at sitting game; but a 


busy Christian, like a bird on the wing, is 
protected by his activity. It is not for the 
cause at large only, but for the Christian’s 
own good, that the Scriptures urge to good 
works. Still water stagnates; running wa- 
ter purifies itself. Spiritual fruitbearing is 
healthful; spiritual barrenness is a curse. 

The members of the ideal Church pic- 
tured by Paul abound in “mercy and good 
fruits.” They help the poor, visit the sick, 
comfort the mourner, advise the straying, 
teach the ignorant, and preach Christ to all 
who will be taught. So doing, they both 
bless and are blessed. They have a reward 
in the life to come and an abundant earnest 
of it here in the purity and peace which 
God has associated with effort. 

Some by age or sickness or household 
cares are kept from some kinds of work, 
but there are many ways of working and 
fruitbearing. One can work in the prayer 
meeting, while another does most by a 
steady, consistent life and by advice quietly 
given. One has time for all manner of pub- 
lie service; another’s duty is to his own 
house. One woman may sew as Dorcas did 


Pray, Give, Go 


Three things the Master hath to do, 
And we who serve him here below, 

And long to see his Kingdom come, 
May pray, or give, or go. 


He needs them all—the open hand, 
The willing feet, the asking heart— 
To work together and to weave 
The threefold cord that shall not 
part. 


Nor shall the giver count his gift 
As greater than the worker's deed, 
Nor he in turn his service boast 
— the prayers that volee the 
need, 


Not all can go; not all can give 
Te ’quip the others for the fray; 
But young or old, or rich or poor, 
Or strong or weak—we all can pray. 


Pray that the full hands open wide 
To speed the message on its way; 
That those who hear the call may g0, 

And—pray that other hearts may 
pray. 


—Sunday School Times. 





fer the poor or the heathen; another puts in 
stitches and prayers for her own children. 
While one puts his shoulder to the wheel 
and moves forward the ark of God, another 
must patiently wait. The sick and the aged 
have their service. They also serve who 
only stand and wait. Some one says that 
the prayers of the poor are dear to God; so 
are the prayers of the sick and of those 
who, under the burden of years, have given 
up the vigorous work of the Church. There 
are sick beds from which like fountains go 
out streams to water the city of God. The 
words in season and the prayers of God’s 
stricken ones are a blessing to his Church; 
so are the prayers of children and their ef- 
forts in missionary or other work. 

All who pray, “Thy Kingdom come,” 
should think of their own part in the King- 
com and seek grace to mect their respon- 


sibility to their own churches and to the 
cause at large—Herald and Presbyter. 


oa 


Wouldst shape a noble life? Then cast 

No backward glance toward the past; 

And though somewhat were lost and gone, 

Yet do thou act as one new-born; 

What each day needs, that shalt thou ask; 

Each day will set the proper task. 

Give others’ work just share of praise, 

Not of thine own the merits raise; 

Beware no fellow-man thou hate, 

And so in God’s hand leave thy fate. 
—Goethe. 

o 


Live for something. Do’ good, and leave 
behind you a monument of virtue that the 
storm of time can never destroy. Write 
your name by kindness, love, and mercy on. 
the hearts of the thousands you come in 
contact with year by year, and you will nev- 
er be forgotten. No, your name, your deeds, 
will be as legible on the hearts of those you 
leave behind as the stars on the brow of 
evening. Good deeds will shine as bright 
on the earth as the stars of heaven.—Thom- 


as Chalmers. 
oO 


Unselfishness is one of the purest, love- 
liest gems which shine in the soul of a. 
Christian. I think every one recognizes 
the divineness of that charming grace. It 
is remarkable how unselfishness creates 
happiness for its possessor. I never knew 
a self-less person who was devoid of hap- 
piness. We even in this world save our lives 
by losing them. Let self-surrender be our 
constant principle. And do not let us exer- 
cise it gloomily, or ascetically, or self-right- 
eously, but with sincere cordiality. Then, 
sure as God is true and history is true, we 
shall be pervaded with serene happiness. I 
am certain that many miss happiness by 
using ineffective methods of seeking it. They 
make self their first and ever-present con- 
sideration. But self-seeking and genuine 
happiness are mutually exclusive, and only 
by self-renunciation can we reach the 
heights of true happiness. By the grace of 
God it is possible to be utterly unselfish, and 
that grace abounds to all who ask it. It is 
the imitation of Christ, by the power of his 
Holy Spirit, that we make sure of happi- 
ness.—Dinsdale T. Young. 


a 


“Our Father in heaven, into thy hands 
we yield ourselves. We have no pride in 
what we are, nor in what we have been. 
We seek thee because of what we are not, 
and because of what we want to be. Teach 
us continually in the matters of thy will; 
and strengthen these weak wills of ours that 
we may fail less in the understandings we 
have. We rejoice if in any open way we may 
serve thee, but we do not forget to pray for 
guidance for our thought and act when we 
are alone in our work, or when we are fae- 
mg our quiet opportunity or hidden trial. 
May we not even seek too much any open re- 
ward; but it is our prayer that someway we 
may be of worth in the world. For thy 
name’s sake. Amen.” 
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The Forward Movement 


Rev. Warren H. Denison, D. D., 
Superintendent 





‘ Church Constitution 

(CHURCHES in a number of instances are 

amending their constitutions so that they 
conform to the denominational program. 
The Forward Movement organization with 
its five departments, and which has been en- 
dorsed by the General Convention and the 
conferences so heartily, has been found to 
be so practical and workable that it has ap- 
pealed to the churches. The five broad de- 
‘departments of Spiritual Life, Evangelism 
and Life Service, Christian Education, Mis- 
sions, Stewardship, cover all the work and 
activities of a church. Any church that 
builds its work and constitution, its activi- 
ties around this five-department denomina- 
tional program will find itself working out a 
normal, well-rounded and workable form of 
activities for the Kingdom. Any of these may 
be subdivided or have subcommittees and 
the like, but they all come under the above 
departments for a local church. Social 
Service, Publicity, Membership, and the like, 
are all parts of some one of the above de- 
partments. We suggest to all churches re- 
vising constitutions that they adhere closely 
tu the five-department organization ap- 
proved by the church. The Convention has 
definitely assigned the five outstanding lines 
of work to definite periods or months in the 
year. Then that form of work has right 
of way, the major emphasis, the definite 
educational effort. More and more as our 
churches adhere to that denominational pro- 
gram as their church program, they will 
find themselves keeping step with others in 
the progress of our church. A church does 
well to follow this plan of organization 
which in so many ways has shown itself 
adapted to our needs. 


LL reports sent to conference, or to any in- 

terdenominational body—church, Sunday- 
school, Christian Endeavor, and all other 
official reports—should be made out by the 
proper officers of the department and then 
be read, corrected, and approved by vote, by 
the congregation before they are sent in. If 
there should be any case, and it should be 
rure indeed, that this may not be done, then 
the report should be carefully studied and 
approved by the official board of the church. 
No clerk, president, superintendent, should 
have authority to prepare and send in re- 
ports without their being properly ap- 
proved. We urge once again great care in 
choosing your church officers and great ac- 
curacy and completeness in all reports. 


The Election of Church Officers 


HE election of church officers needs great 
* eare. They should usually be nominated 
by a thoroughly representative committee, 
not too small in number. Committee nomi- 
nations are more deliberative than nomina- 
tions made from the floor. The committee 
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should be chosen at the last regular meeting 
of the church preceding the election. In 
failure to choose such a committee, the offi- 
cial board may appoint the nominating com- 
mittee, of which not more than a minority 
shall be members of the official board. It 
is usually well to have some members of the 
official board on the nominating committee, 
but not a majority. The nominating com- 
mittee should have ample time for its im- 
portant work and should report twice as 
many nominees for each office as are to be 
chosen. All officers should be elected by bal- 
lot and each voter should have the full list 
of nominees before him on a ballot, alpha- 
betically arranged. 





Mrs. Emma 8S, Powers 


General Secretary-Treasurer 





Did You? 
WE are glad if you did, and you will be 
glad, too, when you have read the books 
and leaflets listed for the August vacation 
Reading Campaign. For fear that some 
one overlooked the list in last week’s Her- 
ald, we print it again: 
BOOKS 
“The King’s Highway.” 
“The Child in the Midst.” 
“Ministers of Mercy.” 
“Jack of All Trades.” 
“Heroes of the Cross in America.” _ 
“American Indians on the New Trail.” 
“Missionary Mile Stones.” 
“Twenty Years in Porto Rico.” 
LEAFLETS 


“Of Such Is the Kingdom.” 

“The Plowman’s Bible.” 

“Which Is Martha?” 

“Burdenbearers.” 

“Lights and Shadows.” 

“How One Treasurer Got Her Message 
Across.” 

“The Jarring of Jacob Shapleigh.” 

“The Church Treasurer Who Got Mad.” 

Sketches of some great missionaries and 
native workers. 

Look up last week’s Herald for prices. 


Tell us about tha results of your campaign. 


ID you read the story of “Aunt Lizzie,” 

the old Negro Auntie, in the July num- 
ber of Everyland? We are especially inter- 
ested in the Negro just now and all of the 
extra reading that we can have helps us in 
our study. Get the July number and read 
“The Little Church on the Bluff.” And, by 
the way, the July number of The Missionary 
Review of the World gives us some splendid 
things in advance for our study next year. 


A Forceful Defense of the Bible 

‘THE story is told of a Christian chief in 

the New Hebrides who was being ridi- 
culed by a “modern” European because he 
(the chief) read and believed the Bible. 
The chief after listening quietly to the 
boasted superior knowledge of the Bible’s 
critic surprised him with the following re- 
ply: “If it were not for my faith in the 
Bible your body would be in my cooking 
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oven, and I should be feasting on you to- 
morrow!” 


He who thinks he hath no need of Christ 
hath too high thoughts of himself. He 


who thinks Christ cannot help him, hath 
too low thoughts of Christ.—J. M. Mason. 





Not long since, I saw an oak beside the 

road. On its side was an ugly scar. By 
some force of circumstances, a large branch 
had been rudely torn from its place, and a 
large, unsightly wound was lef@ instead. Not 
cnly so, but that bough was a component 
part of that tree, adding symmetry and 
beauty to it. Because of this unnatural 
event that tree must expose this scar and 
never be what it might have been had not 
this thing occurred. The healed wound, now 
a healed scar, registered the violation of 
law. 

Just so with the soul. Sin unduly tears 
and wounds and mars the soul and we can 
never be that which it was intended we 
should be. The best that can be done is to 
confess our sins, be forgiven and healed, but 
the ugly scar remains. Spiritual law has 
been violated and the fact stands. Both 
good deeds and evil deeds are alike eternal. 
The good that men do lives after them, like- 
wise evil deeds. Good deeds beautify the 
soul and send glittering gleams of blessing 
down the ages and on into the eternity. Evil 
ceeds mar the soul and like a shadow of 
night blight and curse all they touch now 
and throughout eternity. See .to it that 
thou sin not—fearful are the consequences. 


Maybe Going Uphill 

WAS on a train the other day, several 

miles out from Richmond, Indiana. It 
had two engines and not many coaches. It 
seemed to me that we were going extremely 
slow. I could not understand it, for the 
country seemed comparatively level and all 
conditions conducive to greater speed. It 
was not long until it was evident our speed 
was being accelerated and I was surprised 
at the rapidity with which we were going. 
1 learned later that when we were going 
slowly we had been going uphill. Our iron 
horses had pulled and tugged; black smoke 
and fiery sparks had burst forth from their 
nostrils, and deep, heavy breathing regis- 
tered the fact that heavy burdens were be- 
ing drawn up that hill. But up that grade 
we steadily went until at last the top was 
reached. I am glad that the upgrade, the 
hard pull, and the slow speed, were only an 
incident of that journey, that the challenge 
of going uphill had been accepted and met, 
for it only revealed the overcoming power 
of our engines and strengthened our hopes 
of future achievement. 

Sometimes in life we move slowly, not 
from choice but because we are going up- 
hill. In such times, more energy and vital- 
ity may be expended in a single day than 
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in a week at other times. The occasional 
upgrade and slow speed of life need not dis- 
courage us. Let pastors, teachers, and oth- 
er church workers be sure they are doing 
their best at all times and be content. “The 
toils of the road will seem nothing when we 
get to the end of the way.” 





Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





Notes From Japan 
RECENTLY a change has been made in 


the preaching place at Meguro. The 
crowd of boys and girls at the Sunday- 
school was so great that eleven children had 
to sit on two mats (six feet square) during 
the Sunday-school hour. A new building 
with two stories almost opposite the old 
preaching place and twice its capacity was 
for rent and we got it. The rent for the 
former building was thirty-five yen and the 
new one is fifty. 

It was the plan in the new building to 
have one Sunday-school downstairs, but so 
many children came that it was necessary 
to have two at once, one upstairs and the 
other down, the boys taking the upstairs 
and the girls the part below. Both places 
are filled every Sunday to their fullest 
capacity and children are still turned away. 

Bro. Tanaka felt that each Sunday-school 
should have its own organ. As the mission 
had helped to buy one, he did not want to 
ask for help again, so he bought the second 
organ himself, in this showing unusual gen- 
erosity. The price was seventy-five dollars. 

He is very fond of street preaching and 
twice a week he and I go out on the street, 
assisted usually by his son (who is one of 
our theological students) and often by 
members of the church. When Bro. Minton 
was in Japan, he learned by experience how 
great the opportunity is for presenting the 
gospel to the unchurched masses by preach- 
ing on the street. Recently in one of the 
crowded sections in Azabu no less than four 
evangelistic bands were holding open air 
services at one time in different places. 
These werg the Salvation Army, the Holi- 
ness Church, the Methodists, and ourselves. 
It is a cause of thankfulness to see so many 
people out fishing for men. 


Of all the thankful people perhaps none 
are more thankful than I that my throat 
now allows me to talk, teach, and preach 
freely. As late as it is in the school term 
and examinations near, I face about fifty 
boys every morning when I go to the Bible 
class at the Azabu Middle School. Two or 
three times during this term three hundred 
boys have been present. 

Largely this work is casting bread upon 
the waters and one seldom hears of results. 
But a few evenings ago as I was climbing a 
hill slowly, a young man called me by name, 
caught up with me, and told how he had be- 
come a Christian because of the Bible in- 
struction when four years ago he was a stu- 
dent in the Azabu Middle School. Recently 


another young man who is a student in the 
Baptist Theological School said his desire to 
become a Christian and a preacher was 
formed under the instruction of Mr. Ebara 
and me while he was in that school. We 
have the promise that God’s word will not 
return to him void (Isa. 55:11), and also 
that those that go forth weeping and bear- 
ing precious seed shall doubtless come again 
with rejoicing bringing their sheaves with 
them. (Ps. 126:5, 6) In these days of 
world turmoil and confusion, it is an inspi- 
ration to know that our Lord Jesus Christ 
alone is sufficient for all individual needs 
and is the solution of all world problems. 

A. D. WoopwortTH. 
Tokyo, Japan. 
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The General Convention 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary 





ONVERSATION between two old ladies: 
“Have you met that Miss Perkins yet?” 


“Yes, I was introduced to her yesterday.” 
“To what church does she belong?” 
“She’s a Universalist.” 


. ie Universalist. And what is their be- 
ief?” 
“They believe that all human souls will 


eventually, by the grace of God, be re- 
deemed.” 


“What bigotry!” 


WERE you to see a poor old man who had 

lived honestly and worked hard and 
that, too, without adequate compensation, 
standing alone and holding out his trem- 
bling hands for help, would you not help 
him? The very question seems to discredit 
your manhood and to question the tender, 
helpful spirit of womanhood. Of course you 
would help him; and you will help in the 
canvass on the third Sunday in October to 
raise Twenty-five Thousand Dollars for a 
few old men who have lived honestly and 
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worked hard, and now are holding out their 
hands for help. The dear old people who 
find a home at Lakemont, N. Y., have a 
right to expect a share of your prosperity. 
They are not asking much, a little whole- 
some food, a few warm clothes, and a kind- 
ly shelter from the storm until the boatman 
comes and they go home. 


[X a reliable paper published in England, 
the following statements are made con- 
cerning Bolshevism in Russia: 


For a while evangelicals appeared to be 
exempt from persecution or interference of 
any kind, but it cannot be said that this is 
so now. 

Halls have been closed against evangel- 
ical preachers. Anti-christian persecutions 
of the most horrible description have been 
allowed in the streets of Petrograd. 

Blasphemous papers with caricatures of 
Christ and Bible teaching can be bought in 
the streets and at the bookstalls in Mos- 
cow, and other towns. Orphans are found 
in the city streets, and an official informa- 
tion states that there are 100,000 orphans in 
Russia. Christians are suspected and 
watched, and often live in terror. 


HEN Patrick Henry addressed the Vir- 
ginia Convention he said: 


It is natural for men to indulge in the 
illusion of hope. We are apt to shut our 
eyes against a painful truth, and listen to 
the song of that siren until she transforms 
us into beasts. Is this the part of wise men, 
engaged in a great and arduous struggle for 
liberty? Are we disposed to be of the num- 
ber of those who having eyes, see not, and 
having ears, hear not, the things which so 
nearly concern our temporal salvation? For 
my part whatever anguish of spirit it may 
cost, I am willing to know the whole truth: 
to know the worst and to provide for it. 


The American colonists conducted a revo- 
lution for the sake of liberty, and now for 
the sake of liberty the American people 
should prevent a revolution. 


Mary Magdalene 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR AUGUST 5, 1923 
Luke 8:1-3; John 19:25; 20: 11-18 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 


Member International Sunday-school Lesson Committee Representing the 
Christian Church 


Golden Text—Our soul hath waited for 
Jehovah: he is our help and our shield.— 
Psalm 33: 20. 
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HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, July 30—Mary Magdalene 
Healed. Luke 8: 1-3. 
Tuesday, July 31—The Last at the 
Cross. Matt, 27: 54-56. 
Wednesday, August 1—Following to 
the Tomb. Luke 23: 50-56. 
Thursday, August 2—First at the 
Empty Tomb, Mark 16: 1-9. 
Friday, August 32—The First te See 


the Risen Christ. John 20: 11-18. 


Saturday, August 4—Trusting Our De- 
liverer. Psalm 42: 6-11. 


Sunday, August 5—The Song of the 
Redeemed. Psalm 45: 1-8. 
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Salvation From Sin 


QALVATION from sin means everything 
‘" —no, not everything; but it is the open 
door to everything this world and the world 
to come has to offer. 

It is a great thing—the greatest day in 
a man’s life up to that time—when he can 
look into the face of God and man with sins 
forgiven. It is a great thing to give up our 
sins—but why should it be? Sin and igno- 
rance are the twin demons which lure and 
draw us toward destruction. The imp of 
ignorance and the devil of selfishness are 
the foes to all that is good in our lives and 
of all our usefulness in the world. Real 
knowledge is to “know him whom to know 
aright is life everlasting.” Then why should 
we hesitate to give them up for our own 
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good and fly to the only one who can save 
from that which destroys life? 

Mary Magdalene gave up her seven devils 
and received Jesus in exchange. This “open 
door” of exchange is here with each return- 
ing day and with every prodigal who has 
sensed sin and its destroying power and 
longs te be free. 


You can spend time and eternity with the 
prodigal’s swine or Magdalene’s devils or in 
the intimate presence of Jesus the Rose of 
Sharon and the Lily of the Valley. 


The choice is yours. Mary accepted it 
and took her place among the saints. Mat- 
thew accepted it and changed his narrow 
seat of custom for a seat “in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus.” Paul accepted it 
end changed his narrow religious zeal filled 
with persecution and murder to the glory 
of “knowing him and the power of his res- 
urrection and the fellowship of his suffer- 
ings” and his service. Millions today know 
the changing power of: his love and mercy 
and the blessedness of his fellowship. 


Consecration for Service 


Luke tells of these “ministering women” 
who in the joy of their salvation, followed 
in his footsteps and gave of their self, their 
service, and their substance. 

Service followes salvation as naturally as 
breathing: 

Three things spring up spontaneously in 
a human heart which has been forgiven and 
freed from sin. First, a great joy; second, 
a great gratitude to the Savior; third, a 
cesire to share this joy with others. And 
these three things are the heart and back- 
ground of real Christian service. They are 
the greatest capital for usefulness a man or 
woman may have. Other things are need- 
ful; these are fundamental. 


Mary Magdalene with her little dwarfed 
life full of impurity in thought and deed and 
now face to face with a new and greater 
life of joy and freedom from the power of 
sin and the evil one. Who can doubt that 
these three emotions welled up in her heart 
—joy, gratitude, service? 


Mary Served 


In the joy and gratitude of her heart, 
Mary served. Jesus had given her all that 
was worth while in her life and he should 
have in return all that she could give. From 
that day of days her life was centered in 
him and his service. For that she lived, for 
that she toiled and sacrificed, and with her 
Joanna of Herod’s household and Susanna 
and many other like-minded women. His 
kunger, his weariness, his danger, his every 
need was their concern and the heart of 
their ministry. (Luke 8: 1-3) 

And can you imagine what it did for this 
vnlovely woman who had been redeemed 
from a life of sin? Without their knowing 
it and with all their thought and prayer on 
Jesus, they were day by day becoming more 
like him. Their lives were becoming en- 
riched and they were being changed from 
“glory to glory” as they saw and followed 
and ministered and wondered at it all. 
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Even Unto Death 


And then the hardest day of all came. It 
was the day in which those who followed 


- him hoped and waited to see him crowned, 


and instead he is crucified. His crown is a 
crown of thorns and his throne is the cross 
of Calvary. 

His disciples had forsaken him and fled. 
He who was to be the King of Israel was 
condemned to die like a murderer and in 
company with common thieves. Stunned, 
bewildered, and helpless, but “standing by 
the cross” (John 19:25) the women held 
their own and waited to see if there were 
any service anywhere that they might ren- 
der to him whom they loved and still 
trusted although they could not understand. 


God bless you, a woman does not need to 
understand—they only need to love. Rea- 
son may be the pride of men, but love is the 
soul of womankind. The real Christian 
motherhood and sisterhood of the world are 
not asking just for a reason for standing 
by those whom they love—they are just ask- 
ing for a chance. They are not asking for 
argument but for opportunity. The war 
and every sick room tells that again. 


Faith and Love Rewarded—John 20: 11-18 


It is the resurrection morning (John 20: 
1) and Mary comes sorrowing, but faithful 
and loving still, to give the last sad’ tribute 
of her love and devotion to one who has been 
everything to her but who is now dead and 
entombed. But sorrow was displaced with 
wonder and love was distressed (John 20: 
2) as she found the tomb empty and as she 
bore the message back to the disciples. 

At her word they (Peter and John) has- 
tened to the tomb, but finding nothing but 
emptiness they “went away again unto their 
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own home” wondering. Men have so many 
ether things to attend to. 

But Mary could not leave the spot and 
stands in tears (verse 11) at the tomb and 
her love and faith and tears are rewarded 
with a vision and a message of angels and 
a face-to-face meeting with the risen Lord. 
She knows him not until he speaks that one 
name as no one on earth but he could speak 
it, “Mary!’”’ And she replies with a single 
word which means everything in her life, 
“Master!” and love is rewarded and faith 
is triumphant. 

“Touch Me Not”—vV. 17 


And now Mary casts herself at his feet 
to lay hold upon him that his blessed pres- 
ence may not leave her. Jesus’ words really 
may mean, “Do not hold me for ‘I am to go 
te the Father” and “Go and tell my breth- 
ren that I ascend unto my Father and your 
Tather, and my God and your God.”’ Do 
not be distressed for “I go to prepare a 
piace for you that where I am, there you 
may be also,” as I have told you. Do not 
hold me back, but be ready at my coming to 
be with me forever.” 

And so with a happy heart Mary of Mag- 
dala went to tell the disciples that “she had 
seen the Lord and that he had said these 
things unto her.” Her service to him now 
should be unto others as ours must be. There 
is no other way to serve him today except 
to serve those who are in need and in the 
final judgment he will say, if we have been 
faithful, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me,” and those will be the 
sweetest words which will ever fall on our 
ears. 

Erie, Pa. 


Lessons From the Psalms—A Nature Psalm 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR AUGUST 5, 1923 
Ps. 104: 1-35 (Outdoor Consecration Meeting) 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 


Christian 


Program Pointers 


Be sure and have this meeting at some outdoor 
spot, in the park, by the lake or river, or on some 
lawn. Be sure and give yourself sufficient time to 
get from your place of meeting back to the place 
of your worship. A fine old orchard would be a nice 
place to hold this meeting. If you have to have 
it indoors, decorate your meeting room with boughs 
and flowers and anything that would be suggestive of 
God's great out-of-doors. , 

Announce beforehand, if you have the meeting in- 
doors, that a token will be given to every member 
present on that night and then have a flower for 
each member. 

Hymns—Use the Christian Hymnary for this meet- 
ing and sing any of the following numbers: 111, 120, 
123, 124, 125, 607, 143. The following hymns found 
in other books would be very appropriate: ‘“Fairest 
Lord Jesus,” “For the Beauty of the Earth,” “This 
Is My Father’s World,” “‘O What Do You Say Little 


Pebble?” 
Thoughts on the Theme 

HIS psalm lends itself keautifully to re- 

sponsive reading and it will add interest 
if you read it in this manner, the leader 
reading to the first period and then the so- 
ciety reading to the semicolon and the lead- 
er reading to the next period, colon, or semi- 


Church 


colon whichever it may be. The idea is, in- 
stead of responding at the end of each verse 
as we usually do make the change at each 
period, colon, or semicolon. 


Rev. C. H. Spurgeon brings out the 
thought that this psalm is arranged after 
the order of creation. Verses 1-6 sing of 
the firmament and light which were the 
creation of the first and second days. 
Verses 7-18 describe the separating of the 
waters from the dry land, the formation of 
rain, brooks, rivers, and the uprising of 
green herbs which were the produce of the 
third day. Then the appointment of the 
sun and moon to be the guardians of day 
and night commands the poet’s admiration 
in verses 19-23, and so he sings the work 
of the fourth day. Having already alluded 
te many varieties of the living creatures, 
the psalmist proceeds from verse 24 to 
verse 30 to sing of the life with which the 
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Lord was pleased to fill the air, the sea, and 
the land; these forms of existence were the 
peculiar produce of the fifth and sixth days. 
The closing verses, 31-35, we may regard as 
a Sabbath meditation, hymn, and prayer. 
The whole lies spread out before us as a 
panorama viewed.by the eye of devotion. 

How wonderful must the glory of God 
be when his garments are the light. How 
impossible for man to gaze upon the un- 
clothed majesty of God when to gaze upon 
his garments with uncovered eye would soon 
blind us. 

Learn from this psalm how wonderfully 
and how beautifully God has adapted na- 
ture for the comfort and blessing of his 
creatures and supremely for the blessing 
and comfort of the noblest of his creatures, 
man. 


How the “god of this world” has blinded — 


the eyes of men when they can move 
through life surrounded by the wonder of 
God’s creation, blinded to their glory and 
biinded to the fact that God created all of 
these things. 

We should thank God more than we do 
for the common blessings of life—the light, 
the brooks and streams, the rain, the cloud, 
the grass, the air, his wonderful provision 
for all of our needs. Provision that is con- 
stantly being made for us. Not for one mo- 
ment does that supply fail. If we were de- 
prived of some of the blessings about which 
we think but little, we would soon perish. 

Always keep in mind the thought ex- 
pressed by the psalmist in this psalm that 
this world with all its beauty was made by 
your Heavenly Father and made primarily 
for man’s use and blessing. 


By Way of Illustration 

Standing within a cathedral and looking 
through its stained and figured windows to- 
wards the light, we behold the forms and 
colors by the light. Standing outside and 
gazing at the same windows, we see nothing 
but blurred and indistinct enameling. Thus, 
the soul standing within God’s great cathe- 
dral, the material world, and looking up- 
ward through it to the light, beholds the 
meaning of its forms and colors; but stand- 
ing without, and studying nature in detail, 
not with reference to light pouring throuzh 
it from God, but for itself alone, there is 
nothing better seen than the mere material 
enameling.—Dr. Cheever. 

There is a religion in everything around 
us—a calm and holy religion in the un- 
breathing things of nature, which men 
would do well to imitate. It is a meek and 
blessed influence, stealing in, as it were, un- 
awares upon the heart; it comes quickly, 
and without excitement; it has no terror, no 
gloom, in its approaches; it does not rouse 
up the passions; it is untrammeled by the 
creeds, and unshadowed by the superstitions 
of man; it is fresh from the hands of its 
Author, glowing from the immediate pres- 
ence of the Great Spirit which pervades and 
quickens it.—Ruskin. 

Study nature as the countenance of God. 
—Kingsley. 

Earth with her thousand voices praises 
God.—Coleridge. 

Read nature; nature is a friend to truth; 
nature is Christian, preaches to mankind. 
and bids dead matter to aid us in our 
creed.—Y oung. 

Earth, thou great footstool of our God, 
who reigns on high; thou fruitful source 
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Is the Congregation Better Than the Choir 


BY A COLLEGE GIRL 


[? hath come unto mine ears at various times that the deportment of the per- 
sons who sit in the high places to lead the singing is quite generally scan- 
dalous. Indeed only a short time ago I passed by two venerable deacons who 
were discussing aforesaid persons most vehemently. Now it happens that I 
have belonged to the choir for many years; and so I took pains recently to 
ooame the demeanor of those who sit in the pew. Mine eyes observed many 
iings. 

Some manner of weakness doth seem to pervade the front seats which 
maketh the audience loath to sit down upon them. Until the minister ariseth 
to begin the service, all the vocal chords in the audience do appear to cry out 
for exercise; but when said parson announceth a hymn, all collapse into un- 
broken silence. There is much twisting of bodies to discover whether Miss 
Green hath brought her new beau with her, or whether Mrs. Swell hath another 
new dress. When the minister commenceth to deliver the message of the day, 
one-third of the crowd settle themselves “for a long winter’s nap;” and the 
poor minister preacheth unto an assembly of faces as inspiring as that of late 
King Tut. The remaining portion of those assembled gaze blankly into space 
and wonder if the meat at home is burning, or if it is humanly possible for 
cone man to do all that needeth to be done in the new week. 


It frequently happens that some mother bringeth her small babe with her 
and sitteth in the back whence she may escape easily. If the child doth cry, 
all heads turn to see which babe it is, a question undoubtedly more deserving 
of attention than that the minister is discussing. Then cometh the end of the 
service. To wait until after the benediction to put on one’s wraps would surely 
add another wrinkle to the shining smoothness of the Sunday-best coat. Beside 
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it slippeth on so much more easily to the tune of the last hymn. 


As soon as the final word is said, pandemonium reigneth, all sleepiness 
disappears, and the congregation goeth home well satisfied with itself. Verily 
it occureth to me that the disturbance in the service is six one way and a half 
a dozen the other, between the congregation and the choir, and that the min- 


ister deserveth all commiseration. 


boo 








of all our raiment, life, and food; our house, 
our parent, and our nurse.—Waits. 


God’s Wondrous Love to Man 
(For Reading or Recitation) 


I see it on the hillside. 
I see it on the plain. 

I read it in tha rose tint; 
A message clear and plain ; 

I see it on a bird wing, 
Against an April sky; 

’Tis voiced by all the bird songs, 
And breezes’ softest sigh ; 

"Twas echoed by the sunbeams, 
As round the world they ran: 

All told the same sweet story, 
God’s wondrous love to man. 


I saw it in the stormcloud ; 
It gleamed out in the rain ; 

I heard it uttered sweetly 
From beds of sorest pain ; 
The brooklets told it laughing 
While running to the sea; 
’Twas spelled against the sunrise 

By each uplifted tree. 
The wavelets spoke it gently, 
As down the beach they ran; 
All chant the cheering message, 
God’s wondrous love to man, 


But when o’erwhelmed with sin’s guilt, 
I find, with tear-filled eyes, 

No comfort for my sorrow, 
In earth, or sea, or skies. 

All nature hushed and voiceless, 
Speaks out no word of cheer; 

No solace for my anguish ; 
No quiet for my fear. 

*T ll on a lonely cross, 
I see the Son of Man, 

And find revealed, O, wondrous sight, 
God’s perfect love to man. 

: A. B. KENDALL. 


For Discussion 


Why does a study of Nature tend to lead our 
thoughts to higher things? 

Why is not the truth as revealed in Nature not 
sufficient for man? 

What relation does God bear ta Nature? 

How may we become more appreciative of the 
beauties of Nature? 

How does all Nature praise God? 


1023 Garfield Ave., 
Spring field, Ohio. 





What Is Greatness? 


AM writing this at the close of our 

summer school at Palmer College in 
Missouri, and this question came up in our 
class group for discussion. What is real 
greatness? We agreed that a man might 
make a great and successful farmer and a 
poor and unsuccessful President of the 
United States. 

Greatness does not depend on the office 
you hold so much as how you fill that office. 
Some men are glorified because of the office 
they hold. Other men glorify the office, 
and these are the great men of the world. 
Who was greater in his influence on the 
world for good (and this is a real test of 
greatness) Augustus Caesar in his imperial 
palace in Rome or Paul the tentmaker of 
Tarsus in his persecuted journeys? 

Who will be recorded in the history of 
heaven as the greater, President Andrew 
Johnson the failure in the presidential 
chair of the United States when God and 
the North and South needed a great man 
there or Private Jim Johnson who “fought 
the good fight” and went back to his farm 
to live for God and folks. The recording 
angel will not ask what high office you filled 
so much as how highly did you fill the place 
God gave you to fill. And if you filled it to 
the full you are worthy to stand with presi- 
dent and peasant who “fought the good 
fight” and laid hold on the eternal purpose 
and. meaning of living. 

HERMON ELDREDGE. 


2 
Drive thy business; let not thy business 


drive thee.—Franklin. 
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The “As Soon As” Bear 
A Story 


BY REV. FRANK H. GARDNER 
(Copyright Reserved) 


(Concluded from last week) 


F there was anything in the world that 
[ Timmie really wanted it was a clam- 

bake with all the fixings. He finished 
cutting the bark from the tree and really 
got a very fine piece. When he started to 
get his clothes, what did he see but the boys 
nearly a mile away down the lake. 

He rushed to the shore and threw his 
coat in the air and even threw great clouds 
of dust up to attract their attention. But 
the boys kept on and soon disappeared be- 
hind an island. They had the time of therr 
lives as they said. Such a clambake! 

They shot some partridges and bought 
some sausages, and caught some lobster, 
and that with the potatoes and onions and 
dressing and eggs and real butter which 
they melted made a bake worth talking 
about. 

Timmie would hardly speak to the boys 
when they came back. He accused them of 
stealing away from him and a lot more of 
foolish talk. 

After supper the director plainly told 
him that they were going to visit a big cave 
the next day and that if he wanted to go 
he must be ready and no “as saon as” would 
be tolerated, nor would he stand for any 
criticisms at the end of the day if he failed 
to be on time. Timmie did resolve that 
night when he went to bed that he would 
not let anything prevent him from visitins 
the cave with the boys. 


The next morning, however, the habit of 
years asserted itself, for he was making a 
wooden knife just when the call came to get 
ready. 


He had but very little to do to the knife, 
but when he started for the boat the boys 
were a few rods from shore. The boys 
were for turning back, but the director said 
“No,” and Timmie spent another day alone 
at camp. 

The cave proved to be a most fascinating 
trip for the boys and they talked and talked 
about it around the campfire that night, 
which made Timmie feel all the more un- 
comfortable. 


His camping trip was not very pleasant 
after all, although the other boys enjoyed 
every minute of the time they were away. 

It would seem that these disappointments 
would have taught Timmie some lessons, 
but when school opened in the fall he was 
in the grip of his old habit “as soon as,” 
whether it was at home or play or with his 
studies. 


The following spring the school decided 
that each pupil should bring a maple tree 
to set around the boundaries of the school 
grounds. Most of the boys immediately ob- 
tained their trees and brought them home 





and trenched them ready for Arbor Day. 
Timmie’s mother spoke to him several times 
about getting his tree and each time he as- 
sured her that he would as soon as he had 
done this or that. 


The morning of the day arrived that they 
were to plant the trees and Timmie told 
his mother he would get the tree as soon 
as he had eaten his breakfast, but he played 
with his chickens so long that he did not 
have time before school and he told his 
mother, “Oh, well, I’ll go as soon as I have 
eaten my dinner.” 


After the noonday meal, he started for 
the wood but he was not able to find any 
tree small enough for him to dig alone, and 
so when it came time to plant his tree he 
had none ready. 


If you ever have the chance to ride by 
this school where Timmie attended you will 
note a row of handsome maples around the 
school yard but there will be one place 
where it will look as if a tree had either 
died or been cut down. Should you ask any- 
one the why of the vacant place they wilt 
most likely tell you that was the. place 
where “As Soon As” Bear was to plant a 
tree but he had none ready in time to plant. 


If Ycu Have a Rose for Me 


I’ you have a rose for me, 

Give it to me now. 

Do not wait till I am dead, 

My ambitions fully fed, 

And I need no daily bread— 
Give it to me now. 

If you have a thorn for me, 

Keep it till I’m dead; 

Keep it till my senses wane, 

Keep it till I feel no pain, 

Till its use will be in vain— 
Keep it till I’m dead. 


If you have a smile for me, 
Give it to me now. 

It will give me strength today 

For the tasks along the way 

In the things I do and say. 
Give it to me now. 

If you have a frown for me, 

Keep it till I’m dead; 

Keep it till I cannot see, 

Till my eyes are closed on thee 

And from frowns I’m ever free— 
Keep it till I’m dead. 


If you have a kindly word, 
Give it to me now. 

It will make my burdens light; 

It will help me in the right; 

It will help me win the fight— 
Give it to me now. 

If you have an unkind word, 
Keep it till I’m dead; 

Keep it till I cannot hear, 

Keep it till I cannot fear, 

Till I need no word of cheer— 
Keep it till I’m dead. 

—Robert L. Selle, D. D., in 

Nashville Christian Advocate. 
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Timmie had to grow up and look at the 
vacant spot where his tree should have 
been, but it was not until some years later 
that he really broke away from his habit 
of youth. 


Blue Jay flew hurriedly over one day and 
announced that there was a meadow fire 
sweeping toward the forest and that they 
had better gather their things as soon as 
possible and get away from the fire before 
it came into the woods. 


Papa and Mamma Bear gathered up what 
they could and hurried some things in an 
old well and then hollered to Timmie to fol- 
low them. He was fixing a new kind of 
partridge trap and said to himself, “I’ll go 
as soon as I tie these strings.” Before he 
was aware some sparks fell at his feet and 
as he looked up he seemed to be surrounded 
with fire all around him. He happened to 
see that the lane was quite clear of fire and 
down that he darted, leaving all his choice 
playthings that he had gathered to take, 
to be devoured by the flames. 


The wind was blowing hard and the 
sparks kept falling all around him. The 
smoke choked him and it seemed to him at 
times that he just couldn’t go another step. 
He saw the clearing just beyond and tried 
again to dash through the smoke and falling 
sparks. He stumbled over an old stump and 
fell. He realized that he was too exhausted 
to finish even the few rods that would mean 
safety for him. 


Fortunately Mamma Bear had _ been 
watching and she saw him fall. She rushea 
into the wood and picking up her limp son 
she bore him out while the fire was roaring 
on both sides of the lane. 


Timmie fainted when he fell and knew 
nothing about what took place after that 
for several hours. When he camé to him- 
self he found that his fur coat was burned 
to a cinder and that his flesh smarted in 
several places because of burns. His chest 
and lungs were sore and his feet had been 
badly blistered from the falling sparks. He 
was obliged to lie in bed for long weeks 
waiting for the burns to heal, and knowing 
all the time that he would have to spend 
the winter mostly indoors for he would not 
have time to grow a new coat before spring. 

He had been in the house some ten weeks 
when he said to his Mamma one day, “I’ve 
been thinking over my school days ana 
camping days and days of my youth, and I 
see now where I have made many mistakes 
and lost a lot of good times as well as have 
suffered many hardships simply by saying 
‘as soon as,’ and I am never going to say 
it again.” 

Mamma Bear is great, great-grandmother 
now, but she declares she never has heard 
him say “as soon as” since that day. 

Pottersville, Mass. 


oO 


The most benumbing thing to the intellect 
is routine.—Walter Bagehot. 
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The Children 


A Parents’ Prayer 


{ God, bless our little ones tonight, 
Our little ones—and thine. 
Protect their slumber by thy might, 
Grant them thy peace divine. 
Help us no duty to forget 
We owe to them or thee, 
And leave us nothing to regret 
In years that are to be. 
God, bless our little ones tonight, 
Our little ones—and thine. 
Help us to rear them true, and right, 
And clean, and strong, and fine. 
Lead them in ways more beautiful 
Than we have ever-seen, 
And make them each more dutiful 
Than we have ever been. 

—Clarence E. Flynn. 


The King’s Dream 

QNE day a king had a strange dream that 

troubled him greatly. Next morning he 
sent for the wisest men in the land. When 
they entered the great hall of his castle, 
they saw the king seated on his throne 
looking very sad. The wise men bowed low 
before the king, then waited to hear what 
he had to say. 

For some moments the king sat without 
speaking. Then in a sad voice he said, 
“Last night I had a strange dream. I 
dreamed that all my teeth fell out of my 
mouth. I am afraid that the dream means 
that some great evil is to befall me.” 

The wise men looked at each other and 
r.odded their heads, but no one spoke. 

“Speak!” cried the king. “Can none of 
you tell me the meaning of my dream?” 

Then one wise man stepped forward, 
and, bowing low before the king, spoke, “O 
most unhappy king, your dream has a sad, 
sad meaning! 
tions—your mother, your brother, your sis- 
ter, and your wife—will die and leave you 
all alone in the world.” 

When the king heard these words he felt 
very sad for a moment. Then he grew an- 
gry at the wise man who had read his dream 
in this way. 

“How dare you tell me such sad news!” 
he cried in a great rage. “I do not believe 
you! I do not believe that you are a wise 
man. Soldiers, take this man away and give 
him a hundred lashes!” 

The soldiers hurried the poor man away. 
Then the king turned to the other wise men 
and said, “Now who will tell me the true 
meaning of my dream?” 

The wise men were frightened, for all 
knew that the first wise man had read the 
dream truly. 

“Speak, or you lose your heads!” cried the 
angry king. 

Then the oldest stepped forward, and 
bowing before the king, said: “Be of good 
cheer, most fortunate king! Your dream 
promises you much happiness. For many 
years you shall live to rule over your peo- 
ple. You will be blessed with long life and 
health. You will live longer than any of 
your kindred.” 

The king’s face grew bright with smiles. 
“That’s a good reading of my dream,” he 
cried. “O, wise man, here are one hundred 


It means that all your rela- 


gold pieces for telling me so happy a for- 
tune!” 

“Why,” whispered one wise man to an- 
cther, “that is just what the first wise man 
said. He received one hundred lashes, while 
this man receives one hundred pieces of 
gold.” 

“True,” answered the other, “but, my 
friend, there are more ways than one of tell- 
ing a thing.”—A Story from India. 


Three Ginger Cakes 
KLLA and Joey and Gene looked at each 
other in a worried sort of way. They 
were alone at home that day with only Katy 
in the kitchen. 

“Katy says we may go to the picnic; but 
she can’t cook anything for us to carry, be- 
cause it’s washing day,” said Gene. 

“Folks mustn’t go unless they can carry 
something to put on the long tables at din- 
ner-time,” added Joey. 

“Then, let’s take our ginger cakes,” cried 
Ella. “That will be something. Anyway, 
it’s all we’ve got.” 

Mother had given the children a penny 
apiece that morning before she went away. 
It was to spend as they pleased, so they had 
just bought three ginger cakes of the baker 
when he stopped with his cart at the back 
door. 


“I’m glad we hadn’t taken one bite of 
them yet,” said Ella. “Look, here’s a dish 
to put them in, so we shan’t forget and eat 
them up.” 


She put her own ginger cake in the bot- 
tom of the big dish, and the boys put theirs 
in, too. Then she set the dish as high as 
she could reach on a shelf, and they: ran to 
get ready for the picnic. When they had 
found caps and sweaters, they put the gin- 
ger cakes in a paper bag and clintbed on 
board the trolley-car at the corner. On the 
car were many boys and girls from théir 
own school, all going to the picnic. 

Ella pulled Joey’s sleeve and Gene looked 
worried when they saw that every child was 
carrying a big basket. 

“Every basket is packed full of good 
things to take to the picnic dinner, and we 
haven’t anything but these ginger cakes,” 
whispered Ella. 

“We can’t go, that’s all!” growled Joey. 
“We must get right off the car and make 
believe we hadn’t started for any picnic.” 


Ella looked ready to cry at this, and 
Gene’s lip drooped as he thought of all the 
fun they had expected to have at Oaktree 
Ifollow. That was the place where the pic- 
nic was to be held, and Ted Loring had told 
him that there would be ice cream for 
everybody, besides the good dinner. 

“But it wouldn’t be right to go and eat 
up other folks’ good things when we’ve only 
these to give towards the dinner,” whis- 
pered Ella, hiding the little bag of cakes 
under her sweater. 

So, before the car came to Oaktree Hol- 
low, the three children slipped off and sat 


down by the side of the road, while all the 
others, with their well-filled baskets, went 
on to the picnic. 

“We shall have to have a picnic of our 
cwn, and eat our ginger cakes right here,” 
said Joey, sitting down in the shade of a 
tree. 

“I don’t call that a picnic,” grumbled 
Gene; but he took a big bite of his cake, and 
kicked his heels in the air as if he liked it. 

They had just finished eating their cakes 
when they saw a woman waving her hand 
at them from a garden near by. When they 
ran to see what she wanted, they found her 
standing in front of a tall trellis, where 
great bunches of ripe grapes were hanging 
down. 

“I’m too lame to climb the ladder to pick 
the bunches at the top,” she told them. “If 
you children will pick them for me, I will 
pay you for it.” 

When they had picked all the grapes, 
there was a great heap of the beautiful, 
sweet fruit on the grass at the foot of the 
trellis. Joey looked at it as he came down 
the ladder. Nobody would have anything 
nicer to carry to the picnic than those 
grapes. 

“Would you let us take our pay in grapes, 
instead of money?” he asked. 

“To be sure I will, and lend you a basket 
to carry them in,” agreed the woman. 

They explained to her about the picnic 
as she filled a big basket with the sweet 
fruit. Oaktree Hollow was not far away, 
and they carried the basket between them, 
only stopping twice to rest. Their teacher, 
Miss Wells, spied them as they came tug- 
ging that big basket of grapes down into the 
Hollow. 

“Why, you children have brought some- 
thing that’s nicest of all,” she said. “Sit 
right down here, and I’ll bring you some ice 
cream.” 

Joey looked at his brother and sister as 
they began on those big dishes of ice cream. 

“Let’s never tell how we started for the 
picnic with only three ginger cakes.”— 
Selected. 

A Handy Tree 
D™® you ever hear of a thread-and-needle 
tree? It must be rather a handy tree 
to have growing in the back yard, especially 
when there are boys in the house with but- 
tons coming off about every other minute. 

This strange tree grows in nearly all 
tropical countries, and in some _ places 
nearer home where the climate is warm. It 
gets its name by which we know it from 
the curious formation of its leaves. At the 
tip of the leaf there is a sharp thorn, which 
is the needle. If you grasp it firmly and 
pull it out, there you are with a needle al- 
ready threaded for your sewing. This fiber 
thread is very strong and the Mexicans use 
it for weaving a coarse kind of cloth, as 
well as for sewing. 

The leaves of the tree they use for roof- 
ing their houses, instead of tiles, and a fine 
roof it makes them, strong and waterproof 
—just the sort of roof they need when the 
rain comes down in sheets.—Selected, 
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Communications 


The Herald’s Position Commended 


I feel I must commend you for the stand 
you are taking with regard to the present 
theological confusion within the Church. 
Our own church surely has a message to 
meet the situation, and we may congratu- 
late ourselves that The Herald is holding 
to the real issues and to our Christian 
Church Principles. 

ALFRED W. HURST. 

Albany, Missouri. 


I wish to express my delight with your 
editorial of last issue. It is time to investi- 
gate and see if the “Christian Church can 
Stand the Test?” I assure you that you 
have spoken my thought on the matter—and 
I believe we are both right. 

E. E. BENNETT. 

Cynthiana, Indiana. 


A Baptismal Experience and Conviction 


I think it will not be an offence for me to 
tell you of an experience of mine about a 
pastor’s duty with reference to baptism. 


Though for long years now I have been a 
member of the Christian Church, in my ear- 
ly thirties I was licensed to preach in the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church. Visiting my 
folks on Lake Shore in Allegan County, 
Michigan, I was asked to speak in a new 
schoolhouse. The interest which was aroused 
increased, and conversions and the organiza- 
tion of a church followed. A woman con- 
vert who had come out under the heaviest of 
difficulties in her home, came to me in tears 
saying that her husband had _ threatened 
that, on account of her physical condition, if 
she attempted to be immersed he would pre- 
vent it by the law or by violence if neces- 
sary. Bible in hand, I was on my. way to 
see a sick person. We went into a fence 
corner, knelt down and prayed. She wanted 
to come into the church then. While we 
prayed that God would lead us just right, 
all at once she lifted her hands saying, “I 
believe it is right for me to be sprinkled and 
join the church next Sunday. My husband 
said he would make no objection to that.” 
Dare I, as her pastor, encourage her and 
write to the visiting Elder and ask him to 
administer baptism by sprinkling? All at 
once, “Not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister,” seemed spoken to my soul. As she 
knelt to receive the sprinkling, she almost 
shouted, “Praise God! I know this is right.” 
And she never afterwards doubted. The 
outstanding impression on my mind from 
then until now has been that my work is 
not to dictate or direct but to “minister” 
to all that appeal to me to serve them in 
whatever they prayerfully believe they 
ought to do. 


When on missionary ground in Kansas, 
at the time riding a circuit of fifty miles 
under the authority of an M. E. Presiding 
Elder, an urgent call came to me to baptize 
a dying infant only a few days old. The 
parents were Catholic, but no priest was in 
reach. A friend had ridden eighteen miles 
to Clay Center, telegraphed to a priest one 
hundred miles away, who replied, “Let any 
minister baptize the child.” After a race of 
six miles to a Presbyterian pastor who re- 
fused to baptize the child of a Catholic, and 
no other minister being in reach, they came 
to me. I called a class leader to finish the 
service I was conducting, rode a swift horse 
to the home about five miles away. The 
baby was dying with pneumonia and the 
mother was frantic with fear of the awful 
fate she honestly believed her babe would 
suffer if it died unbaptized. I very much 
abbreviated the service in the M. E. Disci- 


pline. The instant the water touched the 
infant’s face, the mother cried- joyfully, 
“Thank God, my baby is safe.” I had scant 
time to reach my evening appointment so 
had to hasten away; but before I could 
mount and start, some one came out and 
said, “It 1s dead; but thanks to you, the 
mother will not go crazy.” 


I have never doubted since that prayer 
in the fence corner about my duty in those 
matters. I was then thirty-six, and now I 
am eighty-five. 

(Mrs.) A. S. K. BURTON. 

Fennville, Michigan. 


“Little Moses” 


In answer to the request of Mrs. J. W. 
Watson in your issue for June 28 for the 
old song, “Little Moses,” I am glad to send 
Pe I have known it since a very small 
child. 


By the side of the river so clear, 

The ladies were winding their way 

When Pharaoh’s daughter stepped down by the water 
To bathe at the close of the day. 

Before it was dark she opened an ark 

And found a sweet infant was there. 


By the side of the river so clear, 

This infant was lonely and sad, 

She took him in pity and thought him so pretty 
Which made little Moses so glad. 

She called him her own, her beautiful son, 

And sent for a nurse that was near, 


Then away from the river so clear, 

They carried this beautiful child 

To his own tender mother, his sister and brother, 
And then he looked happy, and smiled. 

His mother so good did all that she could 

To rear him and teach him in care. 


Then away by the sea that was red 

Stood Moses the servant of God. 

While in him confided, the waters divided, 

As upward he lifted his rod. 

The Jews safely crossed while Pharaoh and host 
Were drowned in the water and lest. 


Then away on the mountain so high 

Stood Moses all trembling with awe 

Mid lightnings and thunders, great signs and 
wonders, 

For God was then giving him Law. 

The Lord wrote it down on two tables of stone 

Before he went back to the skies. 


Then away on the mountain so high, 

The last one he ever might see, 

His prospects were glorious while Israel victorious 
Would soon over Jordan be free. 

His labors did cease he departed in peace 

And rested in heaven above. 


[Repeat the last two lines of each verse.] 
CELISSA CULVER GRIFFITH. 
Annapolis, Ill. 
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Tributes and An Appeal 


It was my good fortune to be present at 
the commencement time at Lakemont, N. Y., 
last week. The half has never been told of 
the beautiful location of the Seminary. I 
have seen many lakes, but none that ap- 
pealed to me as does the lake that is imme- 
diately facing the Seminary. The building 
is one greatly to be admired, not only for 
its imposing appearance of the exterior 
but also for its interior arrangements. 

Dr. Martyn Summerbell, the master mind 
who thought out and planned the building, 
is shown as no novice. He carefully planned 
all so that every detail should be not only 
for beauty but for the purpose for which 
it was erected. The student body which it 
was my privilege to observe, developed un- 
der Dr. Summerbell’s direction, presented 
an appearance of which we were proud. I 
was impressed with the need of a new build- 
ing to take care of the growing demands of 
the institution, similar to the one now in 
use, and trust that need may be impressed 
on the minds and hearts of those who are in 
a position to make it possible. 

Our next visit was at the Aged Minis- 
ters’ Home. To put it mildly, I was shocked 
at the inadequacy of that institution prop- 
erly to care for our aged ministers and their 
wives. No blame should be attached to 
those: who have had matters in charge, as 
they have done the very best they could with 
the funds available. The building is old and 
unsuitable for the aged. It had formerly 
been a farmhouse. What is now needed is 
a new building with the conveniences suited 
to those who have given their best not only 
to those to whom they have ministered but to 
their God. Rooms should be provided on 
the first floor in sufficient number so that 
the infirm may not need to climb stairs. As 
you know, a project is now under way to 
raise sufficient funds to erect a new build- 
ing to meet the needs of the institution. We 
have gone over the situation carefully and 
are planning to erect the new building next 
spring if our people will furnish the funds 
—and we believe they will. The site de- 
cided on for the new building is ideal, to be 
located opposite the end of the avenue lead- 
ing west from the Seminary and commands 
a view of the lake and Seminary. 


Dr. Conibear, pastor of the church at 
Lakemont, is doing splendid service, not on- 
ly for the church but also for the Aged 
Ministers’ Home and the Seminary. Bro. 
J. Elliott Epright, of Milford, N. J., and 
myself were most delightfully entertained in 
the home of Dr. and Mrs. Conibear. 

May we all work together to bring about 
this much needed improvement for the Aged 
Ministers’ Home. W. R. SAILER. 

Milford, N. J. 


The New Pisgah 


Old things pass away, and behold they 
become new. The old Pisgah Christian 
Church was organized by Elder Matthew 
Gardner, in 1824, and in 1829 a brick chapel 
was erected, which within fifteen years was 
inadequate to accommodate the growing 
congregation and was displaced by the pres- 
ent large and commodious building. For 
many years Pisgah was the leading church 
of the Southern Ohio Conference, and has to 
its credit at least six men who went out 
from its membership to preach the gospel, 
four of whom became leading, active men 
in the ministry of their day, and now their 
bodies sleep in the church cemetry, just 
across the road from the building, and di- 
rectly in front of the pulpit they so often, 
and so well, occupied. They are Elders J. 
P. Daugherty, G. W. Mefford, William 
FPangburn, and T. W. Graybill. Elder G. W. 


Heizer may be buried in the same grave- 
yard, but of this I cannot say. Rev. War- 
ren Dunham, now a prominent minister in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, recently 
superintendent of the Dayton District, and 
at present pastor of a large and popular 
church in Cincinnati, was a member of this 
church in early manhood. 

In recent years the church suffered a de- 
cline, the attendance was limited, the mem- 
bership decreased, and the regular pastoral 
service discontinued. There were, however, 
a few heroic souls who steadfastly stood in 
the path of duty, and looked for a better 
day, and believed that it would come, and 
they were not disappointed, for the better 
day came. Among the faithful ones, men- 
tion should be made of Miss “Lide” Martin, 
who, though a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, conducted a’ Sunday-school, which 











THE 


* more than any other thing kept the church 


spirit alive in the community. Miss Martin 
lives at Stonehurst, the ancestral home of 
her family in that community, the house 
having been built of stone, by her great- 
great-grandfather in 1816. It is situated 
amid the charming scenery of the Ohio Riv- 
er hills, and in the summer time is almost 
smothered by rich foliage and _ beautiful 
flowers. They could only have been such 
ministerial service as came to them. Among 
those who came was a Rev. Mr. Moore, a 
minister of the Disciples of Christ, who af- 
ter a few weeks advised that a Board of 
Control be appointed, which should have 
the oversight of the church. His advice was 
taken, the board elected, with Deacon L. E. 
Lawrance as chairman. This board imme- 
diately proceeded to raise money with which 
te put the house in order, and succeeded to 
the entire satisfaction of all concerned. The 
house was repaired, repainted, redecorated, 
and otherwise most tastefully and attrac- 
tively beautified, and on Sunday, July 8, a 
home-coming and rededication service was 
held to which the children of the church 
came from near and far to share with the 
heme folks the joy of the day, and once 
again Pisgah stood forth in the spirit of 
her old-time life, and rejoiced with an ex- 
ceeding great joy. 

The weather was all that could be desired, 
the audience filled the house, the singing 
was first class, the dinner sumptuous, the 
fellowship delightful, and all felt that it 
was good to be there. 

Rev. Mr. Quinlin, a minister of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ, and Rev. A. G. Bagby, pas- 
ter of the Christian Church at Higginsport, 
were welcome and popular visitors, both of 
them rendering service during the day. 
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It was an impressive sight to see the 
large number of young people present, and 
their interest was indeed quite noticeable 
and very commendable. There is a fine op- 
portunity for Christian work in the Pisgah 
community. The harvest indeed is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few. If the Christian 
Church does not supply the demand for 
pastors for this, and other churches like it, 
God will displace it with a church that will. 
We need ministers, and we must have them, 
or our churches will perish. The latest sta- 
tistics, coming directly from conference sec- 
retaries, show the startling and embarrass- 
ing fact that fewer than four hundred of 
our ministers are giving their entire time 
to the ministry. There is nothing more 
threatening to the church than the failure 
of men to enter its ministry. How shall 
they hear, except they have a preacher, and 
how shall they preach except they be sent? 
All too much has the Church committed it- 
self to a commercialized method of recruit- 
ing its ministry. The promise of financial 
gains do not appeal to the man called of 
God to preach the gospel. The Church can 
never compete with the world in matters of 
salary. Worthy young men do not respond 
to the call of finance. They respond to the 
call of the heroic. The minister today, as 
in the days of John the Baptist, is not found 
in king’s palaces, neither is he clothed in 
soft raiment, but, like his Master, is out 
among the helpless, the afflicted, the broken- 
hearted, the lame, and the blind, trying in 
his Master’s name to heal all manner of dis- 
eases, and seeking whom he may help. 

Dear Lord, hear the prayer of our heart, 
and send forth laborers into thy harvest. 

J. F. BURNETT. 

Dayton, Ohio. 


From the Field 


ILLINOIS 


Tuscola, July 18—Brother Frank Bell re- 
ceived two members into the church at Ber- 
lin on last Sunday. Brother Walter Brock 
moves to Veedersburg, Indiana, in order to 
be near to his pastorate of churches in 
Vestern Indiana. Rev. G. W. Rippey re- 
tains his work with the Atwood Christian 
Church for another year. I understand the 
Sumner Church, under the pastoral care of 
Brother J. M. Bradbury, is moving forward 
in its plans toward a new church building. 
The old buildings are being torn away pre- 
paratory to its construction. I am very 
serry to learn that the old Antioch Church 
west of Sumner has had its doors closed 
for some time. It is such a beautiful loca- 
tion, and cemetery near. A path should be 
made to its doors, and every week the voice 
of prayer should echo within its walls, and 
the children of the community should be 
gathered in. May God lay the burden heav- 
ily upon some one’s heart to see that it may 
be done. O, that we might take the whole 
wide world for Jesus. The training of 
America’s youth is the Church’s mightiest 
task. There is no time to wait nor to make 
excuse, but in the name of the most high 
God let us _ get busy, for one little life 
trained for usefulness for the Master is 
worth more than silver and gold, and will 
add stars to one’s crown of rejoicing. A 
visit was made last Friday to old Bethsaida 
Church, Effingham County, to assist the rel- 
atives in laying to rest the body of Mother 
Louisa Willett, who formerly lived adjacent 
to the church there and in whose house the 
weary minister found a welcome. We found 
time to visit with Brother Chas. Evans 
and family and then to hurry to the home 
field. May the sweet memories of Beth- 
saida’s past add strength to them in the re- 


construction of their church and in the 
training of their youth.—HOEL. 


INDIANA 


North Manchester, July 12—Had a most 
inspiring baptism at service when thirty- 
seven candidates were baptized. Performed 
the’ marriage ceremony for Harry Russell 
Roach and Edith May Chiddister June 30. 
Attended the great National Citizenship 
meeting at Winona Lake, July 1-8. The 
good church granted me a two weeks’ vaca- 
tion during which time I am attending the 
School of Pastors at Defiance College. We 
are expectig some 300 in attendance at our 
Vacation Church School, which begins July 
23. Eel River Christian Conference meets 
at Winona Lake, August 27-September 2.— 
J. J. BEISIEGEL, Pastor. 


OHIO 


Rio Grande, July 12—Fourth Sunday in 
June I filled my appointment at Mt. Zion, 
Hocking County. On Sunday morning the 
Children’s Day program was rendered un- 
der the direction of the superintendent, Mr. 
Clifford Campbell. Miss Florence Worley, 
a teacher in our public schools, trained the 
children. It was well done and the service 
was highly enjoyed by a full house. The 
Home Mission offering was taken, amount- 
ing to thirty-two dollars. In the afternoon 
the Asbury Methodist Church and our 
church enjoyed a union baptismal service. 
Twenty-four candidates were immersed in 
Raccoon Creek. On the first Sabbath in 
July I was at Yellowtown. After the morn- 
ing worship we went to the water near by 
where a young lady, Miss Frances Williams, 
was baptized. Yellowtown was my home 
for many years. I am now on my third 
pastorate at that place. The second Sab- 


bath in July was spent at Coes Chapel, 
where I have been pastor fourteen years. 
At the evening service, seven robed Klans- 
men entered and took seats. We gave them 
time to take part in the worship in their 
own way. These seven men kneeled and one 
of their number offered prayer. Then their 
leader spoke a few minutes, saying some 
very excellent things. The leader presented 
the pastor with an envelope containing fif- 
teen dollars and then they took their de- 
parture as quietly as they came. I am now 
at Defiance, Ohio, attending the Pastors’ 
Summer School. The lectures are excellent, 
the fellowship fine, and I feel sure we are 
going home after ten days with a new in- 
spiration that will help us in our work. 
Those who have planned this school have 
done and are doing all they can to give to 
us some days of real joy and help.—W. E. 
EWING, Pastor. 


After School, What > 


HE choice of a college is often bribed by 

relatively small considerations. Where 
costs are not much involved, the question 
arises whether it is better to attend a large 
college or university whose diploma has a 
special commercial or social value, or a good 
small college where students receive more 
personal attention than in large institu- 
tions. If the college career is conceived as 
four years of club life, and the student has 
a liberal allowance, he will waste time in a 
small college. If money is scarce and an 
education is desired, the small college often 
serves as well or better than the richly en- 
dowed and widely advertised institution. 

In all educational institutions personal 
instruction is a diminishing factor. Most 
distinguished college professors of our day 
are white elephants. Their classroom work 
is conducted by associate professors, assist- 
ant professors, and docents. The man with a 
string of degrees as long as an excursion 
ticket is more or less isolated. He is kept 
busy writing books and delivering lectures 
before more or less learned societies. 
Teaching in the provincial sense is becoming 
a lost art. It is assumed that all students 
can read, and that nearly everything of ed- 
ucational value has been put in type. 


The student of a small college, therefore, 
has access to nearly everything that is a- 
vailable to the seeker after truth in the 
metropolitan institution. The one thing 
needful is application and passion for 
knowledge. Many of our more learned and 
distinguished men and women are gradu- 
ates of small colleges. Their learning and 
distinction, however, resulted not from the 
fact that they attended a small college, but 
that they continued their studies long after . 
leaving college. 


The most that any college can do is to in- 
still in the minds of its students a passion 
for learning. If the search after know- 
ledge and wisdom ended with the granting 
of a baccalaureate degree, there would be 
no scholarship. In one of his facetious 
moods, Dr. Eliot, when president of Har- 
vard, commented hopefully on the growth of 
that institution and concluded with the re- 
mark: “Every freshman who enters Har- 
vard brings some knowledge to Cambridge 
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and the seniors take none away; so Harvard 
is bound to grow.” 

Such growth may please the vanity of a 
college, but it is a tragedy to the graduate. 
Rosseau called colleges, “those laughable es- 
tablishments,” and Dean Swift said in an 
apology to Lady Carteret that “if rudeness 
be the effect of knowledge his son never 
should‘ see a college.” These are days in 
which the student is apt to confer greater 
honor upon his alma mater than his alma 
mater can confer on him. 

Intending college students who exagger- 
ate the value of a college degree have made 
a bad start. The test is not the name of 
the college, but the effective inclination of 
the student.—The Peoria Transcript. 


Contentment 


‘THE religion of Jesus Christ creates the 

spirit of contentment and satisfaction. 
True, it fans the spirit of discontent when 
things are not as they should be, but Christ’s 
gospel is a gospel of contentment; it tends 
to peace of mind and appreciation of the 
good wherever found. 

The Apostle Paul, before he was con- 
verted, was no doubt subject to moods and 
given to finding fault if circumstances were 
contrary to his liking. But after he was 
filled with the loving spirit of the Master, 
he was able to declare, “I have learned in 
whatever state I am, therewith to be con- 
tent.” How much we need to learn this 
lesson in the whirl and hurry of modern 
life. There are so many who are robbing 
themselves of the joy of life, and poisoning 
the atmosphere for others by their continued 
expressions of discontent. So many are not 
satisfied to make a competency for old age 
by honest toil and thrift, but in the mad 
rush after money, they take a chance with 
every get-rich-quick scheme that comes 
along, and thereby pour oil on the fire of 
discontent. The unrest and dissatisfaction 
of the present generation is perfectly ap- 
palling. The comforts of life do not always 
make for the spirit of contentment, but 
often the opposite is true. 

R. C. HELFENSTEIN. 


Christian Literature for More 
Than Twenty Million People 
By Rev. H. A. Van Andel, D. D. 


HERE do these people live? In Java, 

in the center and the east of that dense- 
ly populated island, which an English 
writer called “The Garden of the East.” 

Many missionary societies are working in 
Java. The country has been divided be- 
tween them. There is practically no over- 
lapping in the Java mission. Already we 
see the beginnings of a strong Javanese 
Church. 

The Javanese belong to the Moham- 
medan world. In former times they were 
Buddhists and Hindus and Animists, but, 
from the Fourteenth Century, Islam has 
been introduced by foreign merchants. In 
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the extreme east and west of the island 
it took hold of the people. Far less in the 
central Java, where a great many old ideas 
and customs are still kept. Side by side 
with the Mohammedan literature we find 


Ae 
m o ‘I f , 


(For a minister’s wife; with apologies to 
Mr. Rudyard Kipling) 


|¥ you can keep your head when all 
about you 
Are telling you just what you ought 
to do; 
Just how you ought to dress, and where 
to buy it, 
And how you should wear black in- 
stead of blue; 
If you are always found at all the meet- 
ings, 


No matter when they’re held or even 
where; 
If you can play the organ, lead the 
singing, 
Address the mothers’ meetings, lead 
im prayer; 


If you can keep your husband always 


cheerful 
When he comes home from calling, all 
worn out 
From visiting the sick, conducting fu- 
nerals, 
Or helping with his counsel those who 
doubt; 
If you can keep from him the little bick- 
erings 
That surely would distress him if he 
knew; 
If you can make him feel on Monday 
morning 


That he See preached two sermons 
strong and true; 


If you can keep sweet all the Ladies’ 
Aiders, 
Make them think your requests are 
always just; 
Have the parsonage always ready for 
inspection, 
howing nowhere the slightest trace 
of dust; 
Can keep the dinner table always ready 
= anyone who might chance to pass 


Y¥; 
And tive as though your salary were a 
ig one, 
When all the while the prices climb 
sky-high; 


If you can keep the children “pure and 
spotless” 
When others all around are running 


wild; 
When other children quarrel ‘and lose 
their temper, 
Present = always “gentle, meek, 


and mild 
If you can do "all this and keep on smil- 
mg 
= wager eyes grow dim, your hair 
m gray— 
Why, ‘ae up, friend, I’ll say you are 
a model, , 
Ill say you'll make a preacher’s wife 
some day. 


coe Fitzgeorge, in 
the N. 


Y. Christian Advocate. 


OA 


the old Javanese books which are better 
known and better liked by the people. The 
greater part of these books do not tend to 
raise the people to a higher level, on the 
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contrary most of them are lacking in moral 
character, are even immoral. 

As long as only a few could read, and 
the Javanese literature existed only in 
written copies, the harm done was not so 
serious as it is now. In the last twenty 
years many of these books have been 
printed, and they have a wide circulation 
in these years. The number of schools has 
also greatly increased, and the desire to 
go to school has still more increased. Tens 
of thousands learn to read either in the 
government or in the mission schools. 
What do we missionaries who are teach- 
ing them to read, give them to read? 

Very little has been done. The Bible has 
been translated, we have one or two illus- 
trated books of Bible stories. Also we 
have some smaller religious books. Any 
one can understand that these do not con- 
stitute enough food for a people that is be- 
ginning to read. This means that the chil- 
dren from our Christian schools, and the 
Christians of Java, very often read books 
they ought not to know, because of the lack 
of good literature. 

School and medical work are costing a 
great deal, but we tremendously need a 
little more money for literature. We need 
Christian _literature in the Javanese 
language to sell at a reasonable price: 
books for children, for boys and girls, for 
men and women. 

We all agree that this new literature 
ought to be produced by the Javanese 
Christians themselves. But at this mo- 
ment the Christian Church has not pro- 
duced the men and women able to do this. 
So we are obliged to begin with to get 
translations of books, likely to interest our 
readers—translations either from the 
Dutch or English or what else seems fit— 
the Christian literature of the world, 
known in so many lands, ought to be made 
accessible to this twenty millions of people. 

The funds are lacking. What we need is 
a “Christian Literature Fund,” which will 
furnish the cost of printing, etc., and that, 
by selling the books at cost price, will get 
its money refunded, to be used again and 
again for the printing of new books. 

The world has had its great men found- 
ing libraries of already existing books. 
Here is an opportunity of founding a 
library of not yet existing books, for a_ 
great people, eager to read and to profit by 
the Christian experience of those who, for 
centuries, have been Christians. 

Solo, Java. 


The Will of God 


N the final analysis there need be little dif- 
ficulty in determining what the will of 
God is for the individual, or for any group 
cf individuals. If the Word of God is clear- 
er upon any one point more than another, 
it is that there can be no universal interpre- 
tation of the gospel equally applicable to all 
alike. We are not all alike. The will of 
God may mean one thing to me, another to 
you, and another to our neighbor. It was a 
great discovery the founders of the Chris- 
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tian Church made when they gave first ut- 
terance to that fundamental truth, that 
“The individual interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures is the right and privilege of every 
man.” Each individual member of the King- 
dom is to determine for himself what the 
will of God is for him. He must be true to 
his own soul. He must apply the truth of 
God as it has found response in his own 
soul, and not another. How ean it be other- 
wise? How can he help what he thinks? 
And yet men have presumed to determine 
for others what the will of God is for them; 
this, in face of the fact that Jesus declared 
that “The Kingdom of God is within you.” 
“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God.” 
Who is to be satisfied in the matter? The 
individual, not the church council, the bish- 
op, or the pope. Thank God, our Christian 
faith is not a matter of a system of beliefs, 
what we may believe, or what we may not 
believe. My faith is infinitely more deeply 
rooted than that; it is based upon what 
God has revealed to me individually, upon 
the testimony of God’s Spirit with my spir- 
it, which satisfies my own soul. 
E. A. WATKINS. 


Parasites 


E who spend time getting up all sorts 

of meetings know that, as a rule, those 
who attend are the very ones who don’t 
need to. And so it is with the churches. 
Most of the people I meet on their way to or 
from church Sunday morning don’t need to 
go in order to lead good lives. 

Some of the worst parasites in this town 
are “church workers.” They get everything 
they have from the town—their money, 
their amusements, their happiness and se- 
curity; and, except for their taxes, they 
give nothing to it. They are not less para- 
sites because some of them give liberally to 
their churches. When we invite them to 
chip in for a concert, they have to ask their 
wives; when we’re getting up a farmers’ 
picnic, they are going out of town; when 
we want to bring in a new factory, they 
lost some money once. They are not in- 
terested in clean streets or good roads, in 
new enterprises or better government, in 
the schools or in the Chautauqua, in the 
Chamber of Commerce or the Country 
Club. If ten or twenty years of preaching 
has not made them good citizens, why 
preach to them?—By a Layman, in The 
Churchman. 


Self-Development 


FoR a person to be consciously aiming all 

the time at the development of his char- 
acter may not be altogether wise. It is 
Likely to result in a frame of mind ap- 
proaching self-righteousness and to produce 
in the reactions from the various tests of 
life either too much self-applause or too 
much self-pity. The people who are mainly 
interested in their own development never 
ring quite true; there is something insincere 
in their relation to life, and they are not oft- 


en persons whom you would trust in emer- 
gencies. Self-development does not usually 
come as the result of interest in yourself. It 
1s more likely to come from interest in other 
people. “I am debtor both to the Greeks 
and to the Barbarians,” said St. Paul, “both 
to the wise and to the unwise.” Intellectual 
humility, which gives you something of St. 
Paul’s willingness to learn from every one, 
human friendliness, which gives you an in- 
stinctive desire to Kelp anyone who needs 
help, and moral integrity, which, though 
you are willing to learn from many people 
and to be interested in all, withholds you 
from following any but the true leader, are 
the qualities that will insure self-develop- 
ment.—Youth’s Companion. 


Some Problems for Bible 


Translators 


HE officers of the American Bible Socie- 

ty, which .co-ordinates the Bible produc- 
tion efforts of about fifty Protestant denom- 
inations in this country, have found the 
greatest demand for the Bible to be in 
China, where a gigantic nation is slowly 
awakening and_ seeking light. Almost half 
of the Bibles supplied by this Society in the 
last two years have been taken by the Chi- 
nese. In 1921 the Chinese had an increase 
of 605,111 volumes over the preceding year, 
and incomplete figures on the distribution 
for the last year indicate that the figure 
will be much higher in China than ever be- 
fore. 

Although the Chinese is one of the most 
intricate and varied of all the great lan- 
guages of the world, scholars have trans- 
lated the Bible into more than twenty-five 
different dialects of the tongue. This in- 
volved long and arduous study of the collo- 
quialisms of the various sections of the 
country, debate over intricate shades of 
meaning and finally the long process of 
printing and distribution. And the agents 
of the Bible Society in China are pleading 
for more. 

Mastery of the intricacies of the baffling 
Chinese language was only one problem for 
that army of translators who have illumi- 
nated the Book with their scholarship. It 
is a fact hardly known to the public that the 
Bible already is published in 770 different 
languages and dialects, and that the work 
of putting it into still more strange tongues 
is being rushed by committees of clerics in 
all parts of the world. 

Some of the tongues which have carried 


the Word to obscure peoples in dark cor- * 


ners already are virtually obsolete, but the 
shadings of new dialects are gradually un- 
earthed for the translators to solve in their 
attempts to give to new peoples a book in- 
comparable in name and fame. No book has 
ever reached so many millions or had so 
great an influence on the world. 

Though the Bible has already reached 
770 languages and dialects and has had a 
greater circulation than any other book or 
manuscript in history, committees of ex- 
perts are at work on still more translations 
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and revisions of the Bible, so that the work 
now being done on the Bible as a single 
work is more comprehensive and thorough 
than that done on any other literary work. 

Many revisions of old translations have 
been made in the last year, so that the in- 
fluence of the Bible may be more strongly 
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felt in lands where its teachings have been 
studied for centuries. A committee of schol- 
ars under the editorship of Rev. Henry C. 
Thomson completed the revision of the 
Spanish New Testament. The Portuguese 
Bible also is being revised. And did you 
know that the wild Zulus have already pro- 
gressed so far with the Bible that their first 
translation is being revised by scholars, so 
that the Zulus may get closer to the Word? 
The same work of translating and revision 
:S going on in many other countries. 

Japan has also shown its interest in the 
Bible, though the circulation there cannot 
compare to that in China or in some of the 
other lands of the Far East. In fact, the 
circulation in Japan fell off slightly in the 
last year in which figures were available, 
but still the Book is published there in about 
sixteen dialects for native Japanese and for 
those who have gone into that country from 
other lands.—The New York Times. 


Gems From Gipsy Smith 


ESUS nobly bore all he did bear for you 

as though there were no other persons in 
God’s world but you and me, and I verily be- 
lieve if there had been nobody else in the 
world but just me and I had needed Jesus 
to die for me, I think he would have done it. 
And the thought makes me love him. 

* * * 


Nobody is truly happy that doesn’t love 
God. There may be a temporary illusion of 
happiness, an excitement, but that doesn’t 
last. I am talking about the peace of God 
that flows like a river; the peace that abides 
when money and friends and health are 
gone; the peace of God that passeth all un- 
derstanding; the joy of the Lord which 
abides as our strength and constant com- 
panion. That will be determined. 

* * * 


When you saw that big leviathan of the 
deep, the Aquitania, in the ocean, it was a 
beautiful sight, a glorious sight; but when 
you saw the ocean in the Titanic, that 
wasn’t a_ glorious sight. And when the 
ccean got into the Titanic, the Titanic went 
to the bottom. When the Church of God is 
in the world bearing witness for Christ, she 
is a glorious sight; but when the world gets 
into the Church, look out, look out, look out! 


* * * 

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God.” And you 
know when a man is that, or a woman eith- 
er, the Spirit reveals itself in every detail 
of life. It will come out in the home, wheth- 
er it is your own home or the home of some- 
body else, whether you are master or mis- 
tress or whether you are servant or are paid 
for your services, whether you are high up 
or low down. It does not matter what color 
you are or whether you live in a palace, the 
White House, a log hut, or a gipsy tent. 


* * * 


I ask again, Does it concern you that you 
have a soul? Does it concern you that 
some day that soul is to face God and give 
an account of every word and of every 
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thought and of every deed? Does it con- 
cern you? What is your relationship to 
Jesus Christ? And to God the Father, and 
to God the Holy Ghost? What is your re- 
lationship to eternal things, since you are 
a spark of divinity that will live when 
planets and moons and stars go out like 
sparks from a blacksmith’s anvil, since you 
have to go on an eternal tramp with Al- 
mighty God somewhere? Does it concern 
you? Does it concern you? Do you care?— 
Nashville Christian Advocate. 


What Do You Read? 


F I could speak a word to the men who 
are younger than myself in the ministry, 
I would say to those who are at present in 
pastorates which do not require all their 
time that the most sad of the questions 
which have been put to me is that one, 
“What do you read?” With what the min- 
istry of today asks at our hands, it is al- 
most impossible, after one has come to the 
pastorate of a large church and has en- 
tered into the organization of all its forces, 
to read anything at all. I would say to 
those who have pastorates where they have 
opportunity to read and study, this: For 
the sake of your future and those whom you 
can influence by and by, cease writing to the 
pastors of the cities asking them for a lar- 
ger field. Do not for one moment think that 
any field is too small for you, if you have 
opportunity in that field for study, investi- 
gation, and—which is most valuable of all— 
meditation and writing. I am drawing up- 
on the past with an almost wholesale free- 
dom and rapidity. It would be utterly im- 
possible for me to keep my place if it were 
not that for ten years of my ministry I gave 
myself unremittingly to such studies as are 
fundamentals to what I am trying to do to- 
day.—Dr. Gunsaulus. 


Life in Buenos Aires 


PROBABLY no other city in the world 

dominates the country of which it is the 
capital as Buenos Aires dominates Argen- 
tina. If Paris is France, as some assert, 
though the assertion is not true, Buenos 
Aires is far more Argentina. Into it is 
poured all the wealth from the estancias, 
the great ranches of a great country. There 
are few other large towns and cities. Un- 
fortunate as this may be from some aspects, 
it certainly has made a wonderful capital, 
which can be surpassed by few in the 
world, for wealth and magnificence. 

How a million and a half people can live 
in a city which covers such a comparatively 
small space as Buenos Aires, was a wonder 
to me at first, for the city gives no such 
impression of vastness as. London or New 
York or Chicago, or even Philadelphia. The 
problem was solved when I saw something 
of the conventillas in which several hun- 
dred people live and move and have their 
being. In these the poor people exist. In 
many cases they are very next door neigh- 
bers to a millionaire’s magnificent palace. 


- 
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will this inspiring volume be sought for and read. New 
Edition. ‘et, $1.75 


ON THE PREPARATION AND 
DELIVERY OF SERMONS 


John A. Broadus, D.D., LL.D. 
Dr. Broadus was an expert in the homiletical art. He 
has infused this text-book with the very a of his 
genius. et, $2.50 


THAT THE MINISTRY BE NOT 


BLAMED Rev. John A. Hutton, DD. 
—_—_- 


The Warrack Lectures on Preaching. Dr. Hutton offers 
treasures of wisdom for both the beginner and the _hard- 
ened campaigner. Net, $1.50 


PREPARING TO PREACH 


Prof. David R. Breed 
A work of surpassing originality—a sure a to 
the preacher and theological student. Ne 


TYPES OF PREACHERS IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


rof. A. T. Robertson, D.D., LL.D. 
A fresh study of Bible preaching which grips the mind 
and heart. Net, $1.60 
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On the outside there is nothing remark- 
able about these conventillas, but as you 
open the outer door you find that you are in 
a courtyard, and around the courtyard are a 
multitude of smaller doors. If there are 
two stories, then a balcony runs around the 
second story, and as many more doors are 
upon that. Each of these doors leads to a 
single room, and in this room I was told 
lives a whole family—father and mother 
and children, perhaps son-in-law and grand- 
children. Five or six, it is said, sleep in 
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the same bed, and the cooking is done over 
a charcoal brazier in the courtyard. The 
mild climate, too, allows one to be in the 
open air much of the time. 

Of course, the well-to-do, or even those 
in fairly moderate circumstances, do not 
live in a conventilla. The outside of their 
homes usually presents no remarkable archi- 
tectural glories, but when you open the out- 
side door you find yourself not in a sitting- 
room, as often with us, but in a beautiful 
patio, or miniature garden, into which all 
the rooms open. For this climate there is 
nothing so delightful as such a home as 
this; a little garden bordered with bright 
flowers and a little fountain often playing 
in the middle. Such is the universal archi- 
tecture of the homes of the rich and the 
well-to-do.—Dr. Francis E. Clark, in The 
Christian Herald. 


The Value of Leaflets 


TRACT, dropped into a man’s hands he- 

tween scenes at a theater, led to his sal- 
vation. A tract put into the hands of an 
humble ploughboy, shaped the destiny of 
the great preacher and editor, Jeremiah Bell 
Jeter, of Virginia. A tract on “Steward- 
ship and Foreign Missions,” enclosed in a 
letter to a plain business man in my own 
State, led him to realize for the first time 
his duty as God’s steward, and, at once, out 
of only a modest income, he gave five thou- 
sand dollars to foreign missions. So little 
a thing as a tract led to the founding of the 
great Bible Society in England. If I mis- 
tuke not, the founding of this great Amer- 
ican Baptist Publication Society was sug- 
gested by so little a thing as the dropping 
of a tract from the hat of Samuel Corne- 
lius, which event suggested to Noah Savis 
the need and power of a great tract society 
which should send throughout the land a 
wholesome, God-honoring literature.—Rev. 
George W. Truett, D. D., in “God’s Call to 
America and Other Addresses.” 


Keep Close to God 


FTER all, this is the great business of 

‘= our life. In the old-fashioned language 
of yesterday, we need more religion. The 
most foolish of us are smart enough, but 
none of us are good enough. We need with 


_patience and determination and persistency 


to practice the fact of God in our lives. The 
aanger is that in our eagerness to preach 


and work and teach and plan we discover 
that it has all lost the real spiritual con- 
tent. It is well to be eager and to be in a 
hurry, for the Kingdom requireth haste; 
but it is not well if we outrun God. There 
is nothing quite so futile as empty activity. 
Those of us who teach or preach are in 
special danger. If we keep not close to the 
source, we will find ourselves trying to dip 
from a cistern that has long since gone dry. 
We ought then, all of us, highly to resolve 
that we will watch with unceasing care the 
sources of our strength. We must not let 
the good rob us of the best. There is no 
new way, no improved method. The Book, 
the quiet hour, the closet of prayer is the 
only way.—Exchange. 


oa 


The marble statue, when compared with 
the human, is relatively an uninteresting 
thing. There are, however, some  in- 
teresting characteristics about the statue 
that we seldom consider as belonging to the 
human. The life history, or character 
development, of the statue is in terms of 
blasting, chiseling, and pumicing. It would 
be foolhardy to say that in the more com- 
plex human being these are the only pro- 
cesses of development, but may it not well 
be that they are essential? Would the angel 
of our higher and nobler selves ever emerge 
from the rough quarries of our lives except 
for the blasting, the chiseling of obstacles, 
and the pumicing of a thousand annoy- 
ances.—Carl N. Rexroad. 


Oo 


Love, such as Christ’s law speaks of, nev- 
er asks the question, “Who is my neigh- 
bor?” Love’s question, if love asks ques- 
tions at all, is, “How can I show myself 
neighborly?” Love does not inquire, “Whom 
ought I to help?”—it inquires, “How best 
can I be a helper?” It does not look nar- 
rowly and grudgingly and fearfully around 
trying to find out who are the others who 
may have claims on it. Its eyes are turned 
inward upon itself, saying, “What will make 
me more fit to serve?”—R. W. Barbour. 


o 


Science is a first-rate piece of furniture 
for a man’s upper chamber, if he has com- 
mon sense on the ground floor. But if a 
man has not plenty of good common sense, 
the more science he has the worse for his 
work—O. W. Holmes. 


Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 





F. M. Strange, Barnes City, Iowa. 

Cc. M. C. Showalter, 3021 York Ave., Kansas City, Mo. 
H. E. Rountree, 414 London St., Portsmouth, Va. 
E. H. Rainey, Franklin, Ohio. 

F. C. Lester, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 

J. S. Kegg, 137 King Ave., Columbus, Ohio. 


Cc. B. Hershey, Defiance, Ohio. 

Clark A. Denison, 1566 W. First St., Dayton, Ohio. 
Ross McNeal, R. R. 5, Dayton, Ohio. 

Georgia L. Weaton, Summit, N. Y. 

H. S. Hardcastle, Luray, Va. 





CHURCH WANTED 


After a pastorate of nine years, having resigned my 
work to take effect September 1, I am at liberty to 
correspond with any church that is in need of a 
pastor. E. G. WALK. 

Leaf River, Illinois. 





As I shall be leaving my present pastorate at the 
close of the conference year, I desire to correspond 
with a church in need of a pastor. 

H. 8S. Huey. 


West Manchester, Ohio. 





CHRISTIAN CAMP MEETING ASSOCIATION 


The annual business meeting of the Christian 
Camp Meeting Association for the election of officers 
and the transaction of such other business as may 
properly come before the Association will be held in 
the Tabernacle, on the grounds of the Association, 
at Craigville, in the town of Barnstable, Massachu- 
setts, Thursday, August 2, 1923, at two o'clock in 
the afternoon. F 


DoNALD P, HURLBURT. 
Bangor, Maine. 





SOUTHERN KANSAS CONFERENCE 


The Southern Kansas Christian Conference meets 
five and a half miles northwest of Turon, Kansas, 
with the Neola Christian Church, August 31, 1923, 
at eight p. m. Those expecting to attend conference 
please notify Mr. Cale Marcum, R. R., Turon, Kan- 
sas. Turon is served by the Missouri Pacific and 
Rock Island railroads. If coming by train please say 
by which road and what day and train, if possible. 
Rev. A. A. Thomas of Arlington, Kansas, is Neola’s 
pastor. 

BurRLeY T. CoLe, President. 
Langdon, Kan, 
E. RASMUSSEN, Conforence Secretary. 
Stafford, Kan, 





SOUTHWESTERN WEST VIRGINIA CHRISTIAN 
CONFERENCE 


The thirty-fourth session of the Southwestern West 
Virginia Christian Conference will convene at Shrews- 
bury, West Virginia, beginning Thursday before the 
second Sunday in August, August 9, 1923, at two 
p. m. We would like to have visitors from other 
churches and conferences to meet with us, as our 
conference is small and we need strength from other 
ecnferences. Those coming will come on K. & M. 
Ry. and get off at Shrewsbury and there will be 
a committee to meet them. 

CHARLES SIDENSTRICKER, President, 
Kingston, West Virginia. 

A. A. MONTAGUE, Secretary, 

Shrewsbury, West Virginia, Box 15. 





RESOLUTIONS 


WHEREAS, In his divine wisdom and love, our 
Heavenly Father has called from labor to reward our 
esteemed brother, Rev. Alva H. Morrill, D. D., and 
our beloved sister, Miss Mary A. Rowell, we, the 
members of the New England Christian Convention, 
earnestly pray that we, like them, may be clothed 
with the spirit of consecration and service. For years 
Brother Morrill was president of this Convention and 
his influence upon our people throughout New Eng- 
land will live as an incentive to larger and better 
achievements. Sister Rowell was true to her church, 
her pastor, and her God. Always ready with words 
of wisdom and courage as well as with her money, 
she advanced the work of the church she loved so 
well. She was treasurer of the Woman’s Foreign 
Mission Board of the Christian Church for more than 
fifteen years. 

Resolved, That we extend to Mrs. A. H. Morrill and 
family, and to Miss Clara A. Rowell our heartfelt 
sympathy and love in their deep sorrow. 

Resolved, That this Convention stand adjourned 
while prayer is being offered in their behalf. 

New ENGLAND CHRISTIAN CONVENTION, 
H. M. Harner, Secretary. 
New Bedford, Mass. 





- NEW BIBLE PICTURE BOOKS 


HESE Bible Picture Books contain eight full-page colored illustrations and 

eigth full-page etchings. The Bible stories are from the New Testament, are 

related in simplé language, and are printed in a large and clear type. The books 
are 8 x 101% inches in size and come in three series: 


35c SERIES 
The books in this series have 32 pages, bound in boards, with cloth back and an 
attractive cover design in four colors. Following are the titles: 
SEEK YE THE LOBD. 
PRAISE THE LORD. 
UNTO YOU IS BORN A SAVIOR (new). 
Per copy, 35c. 


a 
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25c SERIES 


The books in this series are of the same size and have the same contents as 
35¢ series, but are bound in stiff paper cover, cut flush. The cover design is in four 
colors and of unusual attractiveness. Following are the titles in this series: 


WATCH AND PRAY. ' 
TEACH ME THY WAY. 
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST (new). 

Per copy, 25c. 


RON Se a eG a a 
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20c SERIES 


The booklets in this series have 16 pages, with four full-page colored illustra- 
tions and four etchings. Bound in stiff paper cover, cut flush and a charming cover 
design worked in four colors. Size, 8x 10% inches. The series contains the fol- 
lowing titles: 

COME UNTO ME. 

TRUST IN THE LORD. 

GOD IS OUR REFUGE 

HE CARETH FOR YOU. 

PEACE ON EARTH (new). 

GOOD WILL TO MEN (new). 

Per copy, 20c. 


Old and New Testament Bible A B C Book 


ONTAINS for each letter in the alphabet a Bible picture [j 

in four colors and 214 x 3%4 inches in size. The leading 

thought of each picture is related in extremely simple 
language, so as to be intelligible to the little folks, and is | 
printed in large type opposite the picture and framed with a [| 
neat border. Each letter of the alphabet stands out prominently. | 
The size of the books is 8 x 10% inches, bound in stiff paper, Panes 
with well designed cover picture and appropriate ornamenta- a 4 
tion in four colors, 16 pages. ‘ 


Per copy, 25c. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
Fifth and Ludlow Streets Dayton, Ohio 





